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PROCEEDTINGS
Time: 9:44 a.m.

CHAIRMAN REID: Good morning. I am
Sheila Cross Reid, Chairperson of the Board of
Zoning Adjustment of the District of Columbia.
Joining me today are Betty King and John Parsons.

Copies of today's agenda are available
to you on the table at the rear of the hearing room.
There is to be no smoking, eating or drinking in the
hearing room.

All persons planning to testify either
in support or in opposition are to fill out two
witness cards. These cards are located on each end
of the witness table. Upon coming forth to speak to
the Board, please give both cards to the reporter,
who is sitting to my right.

Notice of today's hearing was given by
posting the subject property, publication in the

D.C. Register, and varied other means.

The order or procedure for special
exception variance cases will proceed as follows:
(1) Preliminary matters; (2) statement of witnesses
of the applicant; (3 ) government reports, including
Office of Planning, Department of Public Works, or
others; (4) the Advisory Neighborhood Commission;

(5) parties and persons in support; (6) parties and
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persons in opposition; (7) closing remarks by the
applicant.

Cross-examination of witnesses is only
permitted for parties in the case. The Board will
adhere to the schedule as strictly as possible.
Those presenting testimony should be brief and
nonrepetitive. If you have a prepared statement,
you should give copies to staff and orally summarize
the highlights. Please give us your statement
before summarizing.

The record will be closed at the
conclusion of each case except for any material
specifically requested by the Board. The staff will
specify at the end of the hearing exactly what is
expected.

Decision of the Board in these contested
cases must be based exclusively on the public
record. To avoid any appearance to the contrary,
the Board requests that persons present not engage
the members of the Board in conversation.

At this time, the Board will consider
any preliminary matters. Preliminary matters are
those which relate to whether a case will or should
be heard today, such as requests for postponement,
continuance or withdrawal, or whether proper and

adequate notice of the hearing has been given.
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If you are not prepared to proceed, now
is the time to raise such a matter. Does the staff
have any preliminary matters?

MS. ROSE: Staff had one preliminary
matter with regard to the second case on the agenda,
but if it will please the Board, we would ask that
we deal with that when that case is called, since
there are only two matters on the agenda today.

CHAIRMAN REID: Very well. Does anyone
here have any preliminary matters? Okay, then we'll
proceed now with the first case of the day.

MS. ROSE: The first case on the agenda
is 16341, the application of Washington Community
Fellowship on behalf of Urban Family Development,
Inc., pursuant to 11 DCMR 3108.1 and 3107.2, for a
special exception under the provisions of Section
206 to establish a private elementary school for 45
students and three staff on the basement, second and
third floors of an existing structure, and a
variance from the provisions of Section 2101 for
off-street parking in an R-4 District at the
premises of 97 Maryland Avenue, NE (Square 937, Lot
85) .

Would all persons planning to testify in
this application please rise to take the oath.

Please raise your right hand.
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Do you swear or affirm that the
testimony you are about to give will be the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth? Please
say I do.

WITNESSES: I do.

MS. ROSE: Would the applicant please
come forward.

Please give your name and address, into
the mike. Is your mike on? You pull it out, and
push the green button. Okay, pull it toward you.

MS. WILSON: Good morning, Madam
Chairperson and members of the Board. My name is
Jeanne Wilson, address 2225 S Street, N.E.,
Washington, D.C. 20002. I'm representing
Washington Community Fellowship in this request.
This is the pastor.

REV. EDWARDS: I'm Dennis Edwards of
636 Lexington Place, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20002.

MS. WILSON: Washington Community
Fellowship is making this request to establish the
Cornerstone Community School.

Cornerstone Community School will make
available to all children on Capitol Hill a
Christian, academically rigorous education.
Therefore, the school must be located on Capitol

Hill.
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We seek to reflect the diversity of the
neighborhood in which we are located. 1In order to
do that, so that any interested family may take
advantage of this opportunity, we are recruiting
tuition partnerships with local businesses and
individuals.

Cornerstone Community School will enroll
up to 45 students in kindergarten through fourth
grade, with three teachers. The doors of the school
will be open from -- to the students from 8:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m.

Students will bring packed lunches. No
meals will be prepared for the students in the
building.

The premises at Washington Community
Fellowship is divided into three sections. The
sanctuary is in the center of the building on the
corner of Maryland Avenue and 9th Street. You can
get a clearer picture of this, if you look at page
B-1 in the addendum to the applicant's -- the
statement of the applicant.

On the Maryland Avenue side of the
building, there's an entrance to offices and meeting
rooms. There is a picture showing this entrance on
page B-2. This entrance abuts a private home. It

is the light-colored building on the left in the
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picture.

The annex is on the other side of the
sanctuary with its entrance on 9th Street. It abuts
a public alley. The school will be housed in the
annex.

The area around WCF is primarily
residential. Small apartments and single family
townhouses are located north and east of Washington
Community Fellowship on Maryland Avenue and on E
Street. Page A-1 gives you a picture -- highlighted
picture of Washington Community Fellowship and the
surrounding area.

Apartment buildings are located west of
the church on Maryland Avenue. To the south on 9th
and 10th Streets are single family and duplex
attached homes.

Section 206.2 of the Zoning Regulations
state that a private school may be approved by the
Board of Zoning Adjustment if it is located so that
it is not likely to become objectionable to
adjoining and nearby property because of the noise,
traffic, number of students or otherwise objectional
conditions.

As far as noise is concerned,
instruction and lunch activities will be conducted

indoors. Therefore, the natural noise that children
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make during these activities will be contained.

All right. You can see, here is from
the plat of Washington Community Fellowship, the
area outlined in green is Lot 85, and the part that
is highlighted in the iridescent color is the annex
where the students will be located.

Now to the north you see that the annex is
abutted by the sanctuary, and to the south is a 15-
foot public alley. On the east there is a 30-foot
public alley, and 9th Street is at the entrance.
Street is at the entrance.

Across 9th Street there is the sign of
an apartment house, the entrance of which is on
Maryland Avenue. So WCF annex where the school will
be located does not abut any private residence, and
it is actually not adjacent to any private
residence, and the children coming and going will
not interfere with the entrance of any private
residence.

If you look at a picture -- page C-1 in
your addendum, you will get another view of what I
just said.

Another item in the noise category, the
play area is located off-site. The children will be
escorted from WCF to the play area, a fenced-in,

enclosed play area at Lovejoy School. Now they will
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have to cross two not busy streets.

MS. KING: Excuse me. Is Lovejoy School
in use as a --

MS. WILSON: No, it i1s not, and we have
a use agreement pending with the D.C. Public Schools
on a month to month basis until the school is
purchased. It has not been purchased, and there is
no potential buyer at this time. So we have a month
to month agreement.

MS. KING: Has the property at Lovejoy
School been kept up? I mean, is it in good
condition, and is the play equipment in good
condition?

MS. WILSON: There is no play equipment.

MS. KING: Are you going to install it?

MS. WILSON: No. We will bring ropes
and balls. There will be no actual jungle gyms or
that type of thing. And, no, it has not been kept
up, but as part of our payment we have agreed to
keep the weeds down in the play area.

If you'd like to see what I mean, I have
a picture of the play area that I'm talking about.
That's attached to the use agreement which is
pending until this hearing is continued.

CHAIRMAN REID: So this is an open field

asphalt?
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MS. WILSON: Yes. It is just for play.
It is not for --

CHATRMAN REID: But what about -- I
mean, had you planned on putting any kind of
materials to protect the children if they fall or if
there is --

MS. WILSON: No. We are going to be
playing --

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Excuse me, ma'am.
You need to speak from the mike so we can get you on
the record, please.

MS. WILSON: Thank you. We're going to
be playing jumprope, which you need a paved area,
and dodge ball. We are not going to be coming down
sliding boards or jumping off swings. So we are
going to use the playground as is, as it was used by
the school when it was in use.

CHATRMAN REID: Okay. What happens
after the school is sold?

MS. WILSON: We will deal with that when
it occurs. We anticipate being in this location at
WCF, we hope, about three years. As we expand, then
we are looking to lease a building.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay, but in the
interim, as far as your presentation today, you

should be able to demonstrate to us by some type of
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contingency plan for what will happen to the
children and what area will be provided for them in
the alternative if, in fact, that school is going to
be -- Well, we know it's going to be sold at some
point, but there has to be something that you
proffer to us to give us some idea as to what you
have planned for those children in the event that
school is sold.

MS. WILSON: I understand. I understand
that is something that we will need to develop
contingency plan.

CHAIRMAN REID: In other words, you're
saying that's not something that you're prepared to
address today?

MS. WILSON: That's right. The next
item, traffic.

MS. KING: Excuse me. Move the
microphone over.

MS. WILSON: The next item is traffic.
Ninth Street, on which the school is located, is not
a heavily traveled street. By establishing a
restricted dropoff and pick-up route, we can ensure
that the flow of traffic on 9th Street will not be
blocked by our parents.

As part of the parent/guardian

commitment, parents agree to approach Cornerstone
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Community School by heading north on 9th Street. On
page D-1 you will see a copy of the route map and
the commitment that the parent will make.

By approaching Cornerstone Community
School heading north on 9th Street, students will
not have to cross a street. In addition, they will
be received at the door by an adult, eliminating the
need for parents to linger or double-park.

The number of students: The maximum
number of students to be enrolled is 45. The
children will be between the approximate ages of
five to ten years old. So there's not a prospect of
children hanging out after school around the
building. These children, for the most part, will
be escorted to and from school.

Section 206.3 requires that ample
parking space, but not less than that required in
Chapter 21 of the Zoning Regulations, be provided to
accommodated the students, teachers, and visitors
likely to come to the site by automobile.

The requirement for an elementary
school, as stated in Chapter 1, Section 201, is two
spaces for every three teachers. Due to our
location in a fully developed area, which is also a
historic district, we are not able to provide but

one of the two spaces required.
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The church has assigned its one existing
off-street parking space to the school from Monday
to Friday. There is no space to create an
additional off-street parking space on the north --
on the south and southwest, outside of an alley. On
the north and east of the building is our small,
raised, landscaped lawn supported by a three-foot
stone wall.

Therefore, we have requested and
received a waiver from the off-street parking
requirement, as allowed under Section 2100.5, for a
structure located in a historic district which is
certified by the State Historic Preservation Officer
as contributing to the character of that historic
district.

The granting of this waiver should not
adversely affect the neighborhood, because there are
seven unrestricted parking spaces available on the
street immediately in front of the church. Also, in
this neighborhood parking is at a premium in the
evenings and on weekends, but during the hours of
school operation there are many spaces available.

You can see one day's availability on
pages C-2 and C-3 in the addendum.

Washington Community Fellowship has made

a great effort to present its plan to the community.
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We have discussed our request for a special
exception and given details of our plans for a
private elementary school at the site.

We've made presentations at the Stanton
Park Civic Association Land Use Committee on May
12th, the Zoning Commission of the Capitol Hill
Restoration Society on May 19th, ANC Single Member
District 6-A07 meeting on May 20th, ANC-6A zoning
and licensing committee on May 15th and June 10th.

We posted lamp post notices asking the
community to attend this meeting to provide
feedback. You can see one of the fliers on page E-
1.

In addition, we canvassed the
neighborhood, all the neighbors that we could
contact on Maryland Avenue, 9th and 10th Streets,
asking them to write comments and/or concerns.

A summary of the comments shows 95
percent of those who responded approved. Three
percent had concerns, and .7 disapproved. You may
take a look at their remarks starting on page E-2.

We believe the response demonstrates
that the community is supportive of the
establishment of Cornerstone Community School.
Moreover, we believe our documentary evidence

demonstrates that granting of the requested zoning
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exception and parking waiver will not adversely
affect the neighborhood.

Therefore, Washington Community
Fellowship respectfully requests that this
application be approved.

MR. PARSONS: Ms. Wilson, I want to
compliment you on your presentation. It was very
well done.

MS. WILSON: Thank you.

MR. PARSONS: I'm looking at a letter
from the Freemans who live down the street at 927.
You may have had conversation with them before, and
they're expressing some concern.

I wonder if you could talk about the
parks in the neighborhood that they're talking
about. That is a suggestion that Stanton Park may
be considered. How far away is that? Is it out of
reach?

REV. EDWARDS: 1It's about three blocks
away to the west, not out of reach, and certainly is
a possibility. It would entail crossing 6th Street,
which is occasionally busy, but that's a
possibility.

MS. WILSON: Yes. We had considered
that, but opted for the Lovejoy play area because,

first of all, it was fenced in, and so you don't
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have the problem of balls getting away from
children, and it only crossed two streets; but I
guess, 1f we're talking about a contingency plan,
that is one that we had sort of put aside, because
we felt we had something that was better, and we
felt that this was going to work with the D.C.
Public Schools.

MR. PARSONS: In the event it is sold,
Stanton Park is an option?

MS. WILSON: Yes, it is an option.
Thank you.

MR. PARSONS: I may have missed it, but
what is it that's shown in red on that diagram?

MS. WILSON: This is the playground
area.

MR. PARSONS: I'm sorry.

MS. WILSON: Here is the WCF, and this
is 10th Street, 11lth Street, the playground area.

MR. PARSONS: I understand.

MS. WILSON: And you may be confused,
because the map has -- These buildings are no longer
there.

MR. PARSONS: I see. That's why I was
confused.

MS. WILSON: Yes.

MR. PARSONS: Could you show on the



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

18
other diagram the parking space that you have been
assigned by the church?

MS. WILSON: The plat does not show all
of the little bay windows and ins and outs that you
will see on page A-1 in your addendum, but the
parking space comes right off of the alley right
here.

MR. PARSONS: All right.

MS. WILSON: Right there.

MR. PARSONS: Okay, thank you. That's
all I have.

MS. KING: How is a school such as yours
licensed? Do you require any licensure?

MS. WILSON: No, we do not have to file
for a license, because we are a private school. We
are associated with -- Do you mind if she --

CHAIRMAN REID: Why don't you have her
come up? Pull a chair up, and speak right directly
into the mike. Give your name and your address,
please.

MS. VAN DEN HUBER: My name is Vicki Van
Den Huber. My address is 3105 River Bend Court,
Laurel, Maryland 20724.

We were told that we did not have to
apply for a separate registration as a private

school with the educational system. We are going to
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be sending them a letter to let them know of our
existence, and we were told that was all that we
were required to do, and we are associating with
several educational systems and support
organizations, ACSI which is the Association of
Christian Schools International -- we are a member
of their organization. So they have been monitoring
and helping us establish the school.

MS. KING: What are the facilities for
trash removal at WCF? I presume that the addition
of 45 students bringing brown bag lunches, you know,
and other impedimenta is going to increase the
amount of trash, which might become a problem for
some of your neighbors.

MS. WILSON: Yes. At this time we have
a dumpster that is rolled into the alley. A private
company, Garcia, picks up the trash once --

MS. KING: How often?

MS. WILSON: Once a week, and the
building manager has given me assurance that, if the
trash generated by the students at lunchtime exceeds
the capacity, that another day will be added.

MS. KING: Now you sent -- In your
submission you said three staff. In your oral
submission you said three teachers. Are there going

to be -- Is that going to be the entire staff or
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there will be three teachers for --

MS. WILSON: Well, there will be
volunteers, and one teacher will be part-time
administrator.

MS. KING: Okay, but three staff is the
count, and for the foreseeable future. I mean,
you're asking for what you want for the three years
that you plan to be there. 1Is that correct?

MS. WILSON: Yes. Well, the three years
depends on how fast we increase, but we are not
asking for a limit of three years, by any means.

MS. KING: Now are your -- Is the
student body going to come exclusively from Capitol
Hill~?

MS. WILSON: No. We are open to anyone,
any parent who agrees with our philosophy of
education, but it is our aim to provide the
opportunity for a rigorous education to the Capitol
Hill community.

MS. KING: Will there be any
scholarships or will it all be paid students?

MS. WILSON: We have a tuition
partnership where individuals and businesses pay
$2,000 of the child's tuition. The rest is paid by
the parent on an income availability possibility,

and some of the children are also receiving
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scholarships from Washington Scholarship Fund.

MS. KING: I have no further questions,
Madam Chair.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Question in
regard to the issue of the variance for the
additional parking space. Was the applicant
apprised of the letter in which it was indicated
there was a necessity for that to be done?

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Has Ms. Wilson --

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: It is more of an
interpretation of the regs, their interpretation
versus the Administrator's.

CHAIRMAN REID: Ms. Wilson, you received
a letter that came from the Zoning Administrator's
office in which she indicated that there would be
two parking spaces required for this application.

MS. WILSON: Yes. Did you also receive
a letter of waiver from the Zoning Administrator?

MS. KING: No. We received a letter
from Historic Preservation Review Board.

CHAIRMAN REID: A waiver? You mean
Historic Preservation Review Board?

MS. WILSON: Form Mr. Nunley.

CHATIRMAN REID: Do you have such a

letter in your possession?
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MS. WILSON: I was told --

CHAIRMAN REID: See, chronologically,
there was -- the initial letter simply stated the
special exception, but then subsequent to that --

MS. WILSON: No. I mean, a subsequent
letter after the letter from the Historic --

MS. KING: Here it is. 1It's dated July
9th. It was in my package. It got there somehow.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: It's actually a
letter attached to the HPRV report. That may be why
it's a little confusing.

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, what exactly is he
saying? He's saying that I received a letter.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: It says this
office is in receipt of a letter from State Historic
Preservation Office, copy attached, granting a
parking--

CHAIRMAN REID: Oh, I see. Therefore,
variance for parking and/or loading requirements is
not required. I do not have this in my package.
You, too, Mr. Parsons?

MR. PARSONS: I don't see it, no.

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, then that takes
care of that.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Right.

MS. KING: I wonder why I get such
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preferential treatment.

CHAIRMAN REID: I'm wondering about
that.

MR. PARSONS: What else have you got
over there?

MS. KING: Well, I have the appeal
report on the Howard University which our
Chairperson didn't get either. Did you get yours?
Planning Office report on Howard University? It may
be there.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Now just a couple
of questions to make sure that we hit on the point
that was raised from the Freeman letter, and this is
the one Mr. Parsons raised.

The guestion was asked as to -- Can you
tell the composition of your student population in
regard to the community and coming from other than
the community? What approximately is the percentage
of those who will be coming --

MS. WILSON: You mean from out of state?

CHATIRMAN REID: Out of state or are you
drawing -- Let me rephrase that question. Are you
drawing heavily from the immediate vicinity or --

MS. WILSON: Yes.

CHATRMAN REID: Okay. What percentage,

approximately? I know you don't have exact figures.
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MS. WILSON: All from D.C. so far.

CHAIRMAN REID: Oh, okay. Will there be
people who will be bringing their kids, walking
children to the school, to the facility?

MS. WILSON: Yes.

CHATRMAN REID: And you addressed the
issue of pickup and dropoff in your submission.
There will be a staff attending the -- when the
children are dropped off and picked up every day,
and you have a route showing the manner in which
they will be coming to the facility, coming north on
9th Street, is it?

MS. WILSON: That's right.

CHATRMAN REID: And each parent has
signed an agreement to that effect?

MS. WILSON: Yes.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay.

MS. WILSON: That's one thing. There
are other commitments, of course, but that's one of
them.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Now let's go back
to the issue of the play area. Initially, you said
that you didn't have a contingency plan per se.

Then later in your testimony you did indicate that
Stanton Park may be an alternative.

MS. WILSON: Yes.
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CHAIRMAN REID: This is what -- That's
all I wanted to hear was you to just proffer to us
what you're thinking about in terms of where the
kids are going to be going to play after the school
is closed.

MS. WILSON: Yes. The question threw me
for a loop, and I wasn't able to think.

CHAIRMAN REID: Oh, that's okay. All
right. That's fine, as long as that will be taken
care of.

The other question was regarding before
and after care. In your written submission you
indicated that there would be no before and after
care.

MS. WILSON: No. Cornerstone Community
School does not plan any before or after care.

CHATIRMAN REID: Okay. Thank you very
much. You might as well just stay right there,
because I don't see anyone else here that was in
opposition to the case. Only two of you stood up
initially, but let me just go through our procedure.

Were there any government reports? I
didn't see one, other than the one from Historic
Preservation Review Board. We received that. That
indicated that your parking was waived.

MS. WILSON: The ANC --
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CHAIRMAN REID: We're coming to that,
and then the ANC. The ANC report -- do you have
that?

MS. KING: I don't have -- Wait a
minute. I'll find it. It's in support.

CHAIRMAN REID: ANC-6A?

MS. WILSON: Did you see the letter
submitted by members of the community?

MS. KING: Yes, we have those.

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes.

MS. BAILEY: Madam Chair, a letter came
in this morning from an abutting ANC representative,
ANC representative 6A-07, and did you want to accept
that into the record at this point?

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes. Did you say 6-B?

MS. BAILEY: 6-A.

CHAIRMAN REID: This is different from
the 6-A7

MS. BAILEY: It's one of the
representatives --

CHAIRMAN REID: Single-member? Okay.
All right. Matter of fact, in the submission that
came from ANC-6A Mr. Fields had already indicated
within the vote that he was in favor of this
particular application. So I guess this is just a

supplemental type of thing that he has submitted to
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us so we have on record already.

MS. WILSON: I can clear that up just a
little bit. Our ANC does not have a commissioner.
The seat is wvacant, and Mr. Fields has been
assisting us to access the different parts of the
community so that we could present our case, and he
has visited the school.

So I think that is why he sent the
letter, since we don't have a commissioner to
represent us.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Well, just for
the record, we'd just like to indicate that ANC-6A
had submitted their report in which they indicate
that there was a quorum present and that -- and in
part it says, "For this reason, ANC-6A recommends
that the BZA accept the application from Washington
Community Fellowship on behalf of the Urban Family
Development for a special exception and a variance
to lawfully operate a private elementary school.
There was a quorum and a vote taken in the
affirmative."

Okay. Now I'll move to persons or
parties who are in support of this application.
Persons and parties who are in opposition to the
application? Okay, closing remarks by the

applicant.
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MS. WILSON: Well, Washington Community
Fellowship has attempted to assure that neighbors
have had the opportunity to participate in this
process. We believe that their response
demonstrates that they are in support of the
establishment of Cornerstone Community School.

We believe that our documentary evidence
demonstrates that we will not have an adverse effect
on the neighborhood. We request this application be
approved, and we request the findings in summary
order.

CHATRMAN REID: Board members, do you
have objections to --

MS. KING: I think we should outline
some conditions here.

CHAIRMAN REID: Is that a motion?

MS. KING: I move that we approve this
application with the following conditions.

CHAIRMAN REID: I would second it.

MS. KING: The schools is approved with
a student body not to exceed 45, and young people to
be between the ages of five and ten years.

MS. WILSON: We said approximately. You
know, some children may be 11.

MS. KING: Shall we say five and 117

MS. WILSON: All right.
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MS. KING: All right. With a maximum
staff of three persons. The hours of operation are
from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

CHAIRMAN REID: Monday through Friday?

MS. KING: Monday through Friday, I beg
your pardon. Of course, Monday through Friday.
During those hours of operation, one off-street
parking space will be provided. Otherwise, the
parking requirement is waived. There will be no
food preparation on the premises for the children,
and adequate playground facilities will be arranged
for.

Does that cover your concern, Sheila?

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes. Shall we indicate
initially at Lovejoy School?

MS. KING: Let's not specify, because
that may not work out, but I mean adequate
playground facilities, I think, would cover it and,
you know, rather than naming the school; because
they don't have a signed agreement with Lovejoy
School.

MR. PARSONS: Probably ought to say off-
premise.

MS. KING: Okay. Adequate playground
facilities off-premise will be provided, and

adequate trash removal will be maintained, and that



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

30

the dropoff and pickup will be supervised by the

school in order to ensure
and in order to avoid any

and the neighborhood.

CHAIRMAN REID:

MS. KING: No

premises.

CHATIRMAN REID:

any other conditions at this point?

about the term?

years.

MS. KING: Oh,

MS. WILSON:

term, not knowing how we are going to grow.

possible?
MS. KING:
MS. WILSON:

MS. KING:

CHAIRMAN REID:

no problem with that.
MS. WILSON:

MS. KING:

CHATIRMAN REID:

aye? Opposed?
MS. ROSE:

guestion about the number

Five.

Madam Chair,

the safety of the children

disruption of 9th Street

Did you say no meals?
food preparation on the
All right. Are there

Okay. What

We said something about three

yes, three years.

We would like a longer

Is that

Five years?

Ten years?

Let's say five.

Five years, I would have

All right.

I have no other conditions.

Okay. All in favor,
I just have one

of staff. I know that the
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applicant mentioned volunteers. Were you trying to
limit the number of people in the premises?

MS. KING: Yes, that was my intention.
How many volunteers will be involved?

MS. WILSON: Well, I don't know. I'm a
volunteer, and we would want parents to be involved.

MS. KING: Well, parents being involved,
I think, is different than paid staff and volunteer
staff.

CHATRMAN REID: Are the volunteers all
day every day?

MS. WILSON: No.

CHAIRMAN REID: Or are they rotating or
they come in for a time to kind of help out?

MS. WILSON: Yes.

MS. KING: On an average day, aside from
parents participating, on an average day how many
volunteers and paid staff will be on the premises?
Five? Seven?

MS. WILSON: I would not say more than
seven. I would not say more than seven, from five
to seven.

MS. KING: Okay. So let's amend the
staff thing to paid and volunteer staff shall not
exceed seven.

CHAIRMAN REID: I don't think -- Paid
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staff, three, and then additional volunteer staff --
If you leave it open-ended, then you can have up to
seven paid staff, couldn't you? So you want to put
a closure on the paid staff and then make provision
for the volunteers.

MS. KING: I'm not particularly
interested in differentiating unless there's some
precedent.

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, what happens is it
kicks into the parking.

MS. KING: Oh, I see. Okay. Three paid
staff and not more than four volunteers.

CHAIRMAN REID: Right.

MS. WILSON: Actually, we have a waiver
for the parking, don't we?

MS. KING: Yes, but you don't want to
push your luck.

CHAIRMAN REID: Ms. Rose, would that
satisfy?

MS. ROSE: I think so.

CHAIRMAN REID: All right.

MS. ROSE: Then staff will record the
vote as three to zero, Ms. King, Ms. Reid and Mr.
Parsons, to grant the application. Is this an
amendment to the application to eliminate the

variance for the parking?
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CHAIRMAN REID: Well, there was none
required per se.

MS. ROSE: I think it was advertised.

CHAIRMAN REID: Advertised? Okay.

MS. KING: But my motion speaks to the
fact that they are required to have, during the
hours of operation, one off-street parking space and
that other requirements are waived.

MS. ROSE: Correct, but it was actually
advertised for a waiver from parking -- for a
variance for parking. We didn't receive the ZA's
additional letter until after it had been
advertised. So it was advertised one way, a more
restrictive line. So we're okay, because we're
actually not as restrictive.

MS. KING: So you'll fix it up.

MS. ROSE: We do need to amend.

CHAIRMAN REID: Do so. Do so
appropriately, yes.

MS. KING: Yes, absolutely.

CHAIRMAN REID: All right.

MS. KING: Oh, and can we do a summary
order and a bench decision so you'll have it in a
couple of weeks.

MS. WILSON: How do I get the summary

order?
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MS. ROSE: It will be sent to you.

CHAIRMAN REID: Ms. Wilson, I would also
like to commend you on your very well prepared
presentation.

MS. WILSON: Thank you.

MS. KING: And the work that you did
with the community. That is excellent. We like to
see that. Congratulations.

MS. WILSON: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: One down.

MS. ROSE: The second case on the agenda
is a case postponed from the public hearing of April
15, 1998, 166330, the application of Howard
University, pursuant to 11 DCMR 3108.1, for a
special exception under Sections 210 and 507 for
review and approval of the central campus plan in
the $-4, R-5-B, R-5-E SP-2, C-2A, CR, C-M-2, and C-
M-3 Districts in the area beginning at the
intersection of Columbia Road and Georgia Avenue,
N.W.; hence south along 5th Street to McMillan
Drive; east along McMillan Drive to a point; hence
south along 2nd Street to Rhode Island Avenue; west
along Rhode Island Avenue to Florida Avenue; north
along Florida Avenue to 9th Street; north along 9th
Street to Florida Avenue; north along Florida Avenue

to W Street; west along W Street to 1llth Street;
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north along 11th Street to Florida Avenue; east
along Florida Avenue to Barry Place; east along
Barry Place to Sherman Avenue; north along Sherman
Avenue to Euclid Street; east along Euclid Street to
Georgia Avenue, and; north along Georgia Avenue to
the beginning (Square 330, Lot 800; Square 2873,
Lots 787, 788, 790, 870 and 974; Square 2875, Lots
231, 235, 236, 239, 240, 241, 893, 976, 1106, 1107,
1108, 2004, 2011, 2012, 2026, 2029, 2030, 2033,
2038, 982; Square 2877, Lots 62, 811, 933, 934, 945,
967, 968, 970, 979, 1023, 1030, 840, 879, 894, 898,
900, 903, 930, 955, 966, 969, 971, 972, 977, 1026,
1027, 1028, 1029, 1033, and 1035; Square 2882, Lots
742-749 756-767, 769, 950-953, 1037-139, 751-755,
768 and 1034; Square 3055, Lots 821 and 822; Square
3057, Lot 92; Square 3058, Lots 828, 829, 833, 834
and 835; Square 3060, Lots 41 and 839; Square 3063,
Lot 803; Square 3064, Lots 826 and 837; Square 3065,
Lots 33, 36 and 831; Square 3068, Lots 27-29, 801
and 808; Square 3069, Lots 65 and 66; Square 3072,
Lots 52 and 818; Square 3074, Lot 11; Square 3075,
Lot 807; Square 3079, Lots 29-35, 37, 39-46, 49 and
89-91; Square 3080, Lots 42, 44, 45, 47, 48, 58, 67,
70-72, 832, 843 and 844; Square 3084, Lot 830;
Square 3088, Lot 835; Square 3090, Lot 41; and

Square 3094, Lot 800).
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Would all persons planning to testify in
this application please rise. Please raise your
right hand.

Do you swear or affirm that the
testimony you are about to give will be the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the truth? Please
say I do.

WITNESSES: I do.

MS. ROSE: Would all persons planning to
testify in this application please rise to take the
oath. Some of the people didn't stand. Is there
anyone else? Please raise your right hand.

Do you swear or affirm that the
testimony you are about to give will be the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

WITNESSES: I do.

CHAIRMAN REID: Do we have a preliminary
matter?

MS. BAILEY: Madam Chair, three
affidavits of postings were filed. They were to be
submitted 14 days prior to the hearing. One of them
for properties located on T Street was filed seven
days prior to the hearing. 1In other words, the date
of posting is indicated as 7/7/98, and it should
have been posted on 7/1/98.

CHAIRMAN REID: Waiver request?
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MS. BAILEY: That's up to the applicant.

CHAIRMAN REID: We need to have a waiver
request.

MS. GIORDANO: We can see to that issue.
That piece of property, the University was doing a
title search at the time to determine whether they
owned it or not. It had been conveyed to them by an
estate, and as soon as we found out that the
conveyance had been made and were able to complete
the title search, we then went ahead and posted the
property.

It's a vacant building that is not used
and has not been part of their inventory previously.

MS. ROSE: You'll have to give your name
for the record.

MS. GIORDANO: Oh, I'm sorry. My name
is Cynthia Giordano representing the applicant.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay, then you need a
waiver.

MS. GIORDANO: So we would request a
waiver. I just wanted to explain the reason why we
were delayed posting that property.

CHATRMAN REID: Unless the other Board
members have a problem, I have no objection to the
waiver being granted.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Madam Chair, I
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would suggest that maybe a letter to the file
indicating that, so that will be some history and
understanding as to why, and it will not be disputed
later on.

MS. ROSE: And you may just want to ask
if the audience has any comments on it, because it's
a posting issue.

CHAIRMAN REID: Is there anyone from the
audience who would like to comment on the matter of
a waiver being granted in regard to late posting of
one of the properties in this application?

MS. GIORDANO: Right. The property is
the Mary Church Terrell house.

CHAIRMAN REID: Oh, Mary Church Terrell
house?

MS. GIORDANO: Right.

CHAIRMAN REID: Mary Church Terrell
house, specifically. Okay.

There was one other preliminary matter.
I'm sorry. Come forth, please.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Ma'am, you have to
speak from the mike. When you come forward, would
you please give us your name, too, please.

CHATRMAN REID: And address.

MS. SALES: My name is Brenda Sales. My

address is 438 21st Street, N.E., Washington, D.C.
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I think the whole notice was defective,
because when you have a notification for a zoning
hearing, you're supposed to give the public 30 days
notification time as proscribed by the D.C. Codes,
and those notices did not go up to the public until
the first of July.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Ma'am, there's a
difference between noticing and placarding. This
office sends out notice, which is actually a letter
that is sent out to individuals within 200 feet, and
that's a 40-day notice.

Our regs only require that they actually
post, which is the orange sign, 14 days -- I'm
sorry, 15 days prior to hearing. So there's a
little -- There are two separate processes.

MS. SALES: Well, the D.C. Codes
proscribe a 30-day public notification period.

CHAIRMAN REID: Wasn't it in the D.C.
Register?

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: It was in the D.C.
Register, and it's actually 40 days.

CHAIRMAN REID: It has been published.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: It was published

in the D.C. Register. It has to be there 40 days.

We also, in addition to publishing in the Register,

mail out individual letters to people within 200
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feet of the property. Then there's a third notice,
which is the placarding.

So there are three types of notice or
indication to the public as to a proposed zoning
change, variance or any type of zoning change for a
property.

MS. SALES: Okay. Well, information
about the package was not available in the
Administrative Office of Howard University as of
last Thursday for public comment or review.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: I can't speak to
that, ma'am, but we have a file here that's always
open, and it's open to the public. Anything that
comes in is automatically put into the file, and
it's open to the public for public information.

MS. SALES: Okay. Well, I just want the
record to reflect that information.

CHAIRMAN REID: Thank you. Another
preliminary matter was in regard to the Pleasant
Plains Citizens Association seeking party status.
Is there anyone here from that organization? There
was a letter. Come forth, please.

There was a letter in the file in which
there was a request for party status.

MR. NORMAN: Tony Norman, Chairman of

the Howard University Community, Vice President,
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Pleasant Plains Citizens Association.

Yes, we'd like to seek party in interest
status here at the hearing today.

CHATIRMAN REID: Okay, and that's based
upon?

MR. NORMAN: Based upon --

CHATIRMAN REID: Just for the record.

MR. NORMAN: We represent the property
owners, the tenants, as well as a couple or several
students that are members of the Civic Association.
So --

MS. KING: What are the boundaries of
your civic association?

MR. NORMAN: The boundaries are north on
Park Road -- In fact, the entire campus, basically,
is in the civic association, and the southern
boundary is Florida Avenue.

MS. KING: What you've said already, if
the campus is within your civic association
boundaries, then --

MR. NORMAN: And our position is going
to be in favor of the campus plan with several
conditions.

CHAIRMAN REID: I have no problem with
allowing the Pleasant Plains Civic Association to be

granted party status, if there is no objection with
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the other Board members.

MS. KING: No, on the contrary.

CHATIRMAN REID: Okay. So granted.

All right, let's get an idea as to about
how long we expect this case to go on for. Could I
see a show of hands of those who are here in
opposition to this particular application. There is
no one here in opposition? All right, again a show
of hands for people who are here in opposition and
plan to testify. Two? Okay. And everyone else,
I'm assuming, is here in support of, with conditions
or in other words, but not opposed to it.

Ma'am, I'm not sure. Are you opposition
Oor support?

MS. RICE: Good morning. My name is
Anita Rice. I came down this morning in support of
this application, but there's been some confusion
since I've gotten here, and I've been assured that
it's going to be clarified, and the --

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. So you don't know
vet.

MS. RICE: I don't know if I'm for or
against at this point.

CHATRMAN REID: Thank you. Okay. Now
how many people here -- I'm sorry? Are you in

opposition?



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

43

MR. NYARKU: You have to come to the
microphone, please.

MR. GRASS: Nigel Grass, representing
the U Street Business and Arts Coalition.

We would be in support.

CHATIRMAN REID: Your address, please,
sir.

MR. GRASS: 1708 -- My personal
residence? 1708 15th Street, N.W., Lower Suite.

I have to leave, and I'm also concerned
how long the hearing is going to be. I've been to
this type of hearing before. So I'm just wondering,
is there any provision for somebody to testify if
they have to leave?

CHAIRMAN REID: Are you in support of?

MR. GRASS: I'm in support of.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. We're going to
try to get an idea now as to about how long we
anticipate the hearing going on for.

MR. GRASS: But is there a provision to
have people testify in support if they have to go?

MR. BASTIDA: Why don't you state when
you have to leave?

MR. GRASS: I have to leave about 11:25.

CHAIRMAN REID: Then I don't think --

Now if you would like, you can write something and
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have it written to the record.

MR. GRASS: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: We have no problem with
that. Yes, you just want to go on record as to your
position of support, sure, we can take care of that.

MR. GRASS: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: Ms. Giordano? Oh,
excuse me.

MR. DOMNING: Daryl Domning, 9211
Wendell Street, Silver Spring.

I'm here for information purposes.

Since there's been a dearth of information available
on this plan, I came to find out something about it.
I don't know if I'm in support or opposed.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Well, did you
give your address with your name?

MR. DOMNING: Yes. Thank you.

MS. BAILEY: I'm sorry. Madam Chair,
before proceeding, there are two real gquick matters.

We have reports from Department of
Public Works. That has not been entered into the
record as yet, and also a letter from Councilman
Frank Smith. Asking permission to submit those into
the record.

CHAIRMAN REID: I have no objection.

MS. KING: Please, vyes.
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CHAIRMAN REID: Mr. Parsons?

MR. PARSONS: No objection.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay.

MS. BAILEY: And the second thing: It's
very important that the persons who come up to
testify fill out two witness cards and give those
cards to us. We need to keep accurate records, and
that's how we do that. So please make sure you fill
out those two witness cards and submit those to us.
Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay.

MS. BAILEY: And identify yourself each
and every time you speak. Otherwise, I don't know
who you are for the record. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Now let me see a
show of hands of everyone who is seeking or
automatically has private status to this particular
case. Three? Okay. Sir, could you please come
forward and identify yourself?

MR. BERRY: Good morning. My name is
James Berry. I'm the Chairman of ANC-5-C.

CHAIRMAN REID: Oh, okay. All right.
That's automatic. So we have two ANCs and one other
person. All right, Ms. Giordano, how long do you
anticipate it taking for you to complete your --

MS. GIORDANO: Approximately an hour and
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a half. I think, with the questions -- I mean,
we've submitted a lot of information to the record,
and the Board -- If whatever we're saying is
redundant, we can then --

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes, but also be mindful
of the fact that it is a voluminous amount of
material, and we have read the record. We have,
within the last couple of months, had adequate time
to familiarize ourselves with the salient points.

So in your presentation, just try to give us the
highlights that you know you need to make your case
this morning, and those of you who will be
testifying, we ask that you limit your testimony to
no more than two minutes, and that you not be
redundant.

If someone prior to your testifying has
already said the same thing, then please don't
repeat that. You have something new or different.
We would appreciate that, so that we could kind of
keep things flowing rather expeditiously here today.
Thank you.

MS. GIORDANO: Good morning. My name 1is
Cynthia Giordano. I'm, for the record, representing
Howard University in this campus plan revision
process. To my left is Garland Stillwell from my

office. Mr. Stillwell will be testifying along with
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me .

There is one matter that Ms. Rice spoke
about that is creating a little bit of confusion, as
she said, that we wanted to resolve at the very
beginning, if we could. It deals with the
boundaries that were just read by Ms. Rose and in
the agenda notice.

Those boundaries -- there was one
problem with the boundaries that I'm going to ask
Mr. Stillwell to review with you. I think this is
an issue, has been continually an issue of concern
to the community. So I think it would be helpful if
we discussed that right up front.

MR. STILLWELL: Am I on the record?

MS. KING: Please state your name and
address as well.

MR. STILLWELL: My name is Garland
Stillwell of the law firm of Linowes and Blocher.

MS. KING: Home address?

MR. STILLWELL: Home address? 61106
Parklawn Place, Bowie, Maryland.

If T may begin, Madam Chair, good
morning. On March 5, 1998, the Office of Zoning
sent out the official notice regarding the central
campus plan here and before the BZA. However, the

boundary descriptions which were used in that notice
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included more property than was actually intended to
be included in the Howard University central campus
plan as approved in 1988.

I have selected an exhibit item number
28. By letter dated April 2, 1998, Ms. Giordano sent
a correspondence to this office indicating the error
and indicating that the boundary descriptions were
just too broad and included a significant amount of
property in the Ledroit Park community that was not
intended to be included in campus boundary.

We researched the prior BZA orders and
determined the actual intent for the existing campus
boundaries, and we listed that boundary description
on page 2 of Ms. Giordano's letter. Yes?

MS. GIORDANO: Let me just hand you
copies of that letter.

MR. STILLWELL: We've been speaking with
staff, and in any future correspondence that the new
boundary description be used, and since there was
not a new notice, the only other time this issue
came up again was during the posting and the new
boundary descriptions were used in the posting.
However, some of the citizens from Ledroit Park
noted that the agendas that were printed this
morning had the old -- I should say the incorrect

boundary description, and we informed them after
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consulting with staff that we would bring this
matter to your attention early on in our
presentation.

It is our intent that the contents of
our letter, as indicated in Exhibit Number 28, 1is
the true campus boundary for Howard University, not
what was listed in the agenda. In that exhibit, it
explains, based on the bindings by the BZA at that
time, the reason for the campus boundaries.

So we just believe it's just an
administrative error, and we'd just like that
clearly reflected in the record.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay.

MS. KING: May I ask you a question,
Madam Question? The boundaries are described here.
Is that correct?

MR. STILLWELL: Yes.

MS. KING: Thank you. I appreciate

that.

My only question is: Down here in this
corner under small a(2), those appear to be single
family houses or small -- Does that property

actually belong to Howard University?
MR. STILLWELL: Yes, that is correct.
MS. KING: And so Howard University --

Everything within the broken blue line is property
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that belongs to Howard University?

MR. STILLWELL: Except for property
located on the western boundary area. If you look
in the area under Lot Y and under the zoning
category CR, that is not shaded. That is not
property that is owned by the University.

MS. KING: Oh, I see. Just down here?

MR. STILLWELL: Just the gray and the
yvellow.

MS. KING: And what is there?

MR. STILLWELL: The yellow are various
parking lots.

MS. KING: But what is the light that
belongs to somebody else?

MR. STILLWELL: Either wvacant
residential properties or a variety of small
businesses such as a car wash operation, a variety
of other small business uses, but predominantly
residential units, vacant and occupied.

MS. KING: What impact does your
engulfing them in the campus plan have on those
property owners or tenants?

MR. STILLWELL: At this time, as will be
presented during the testimony of Dr. Edwards, there
is no new zoning proposed for this area, and the

campus boundaries are pretty consistent, with minor



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

51
modification, to include property acquisition since
1988's plan.

So there really is no new campus
expansion. These uses will continue, and they have
coexisted with the existing University uses for
sometime now. As you can see from the map, several
of those uses in that western area are University
parking facilities which service the University
dorms located right off of 8th Street and a couple
of University buildings located right off of Georgia
Avenue.

MR. BASTIDA; Madam Chairperson, if I
may add to that, address it more specifically. The
proposed boundary has no legal impact on the
property owners, because the University, in fact,
cannot claim ownership to it. Accordingly, the
Board's action does not legally impact or is
detrimental to the property owners that are included
within those boundaries.

MS. GIORDANO: 1It's been the custom of
the BZA to have the universities draw their
boundaries to include areas where there's a
concentration of university property, but not
necessarily every single property owned by the
university, so they have an idea of where the sphere

of influence of the university use is. But we also
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state affirmatively in the Executive Summary that
the University has no intention to acquire,
redevelop or rezone any properties in that area.

MS. KING: I saw that. Where is the
Mary Church Terrell house?

MR. STILLWELL; If I can show you --

MR. BASTIDA: I want to put a large
scale map. That way, everybody can see what it is.

MR. STILLWELL: The Mary Church Terrell
house is located --

MR. BASTIDA: Use the mike.

MR. STILLWELL: The Mary Church Terrell
house is located at 326 T Street at this location
here.

MS. KING: Oh. So it's not encompassed
with the campus boundaries?

MR. STILLWELL: As stated earlier, we
have included it in our campus boundaries, based on
a recent title search that has been prepared by the
University.

MS. KING: Oh, I see, but it' snot
reflected on the map?

MR. STILLWELL: It is highlighted, but,
yes, it will be reflected on the map as in the
campus boundaries. We are claiming it as part of

the -- These maps were prepared before we received
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the title report.

MS. KING: This little gray bit?

MR. STILLWELL: Yes, ma'am, right there.

MS. KING: I see. Thank you.

MR. PARSONS: How about the building
down at T, which is also shaded in gray?

MR. STILLWELL: This is, I believe, 420
T Street, which was the prior residence of a Howard
University vice president. I believe the University
has just recently decided that it will remain in
University use, and will be used as a parsonage for
the Dean of the School of Divinity.

MR. PARSONS: Or Dean of the Chapel?

MR. STILLWELL: Dean of the Chapel.
Excuse me. So that also will be included in the
campus boundary, and both of these properties have
been posted.

MS. ROSE: Are those properties included
in the description?

MR. STILLWELL: Yes, ma'am.

CHAIRMAN REID: Staff raised the issue
of the lots and squares not being reflected and the
letter that was submitted on -- Well, the letter
dated April 2nd in which you laid forth the
properties, the correct properties and the

boundaries, but the properties themselves were not
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lots and squares.

So for our records, we need to have a
complete rundown for each particular property, the
lot and square, because that is the legal
description that we use here and in the office.

MR. STILLWELL: We will verify that
information, Madam Chair.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. I mean, it has to
be developed as submitted.

MS. GIORDANO: Do we have that
information?

MR. STILLWELL: I believe we do. It's
listed in the campus plan document. I believe that
was the information that was the basis for the
correspondence you sent in. Dr. Edwards, who
collected that information, will be better able to
address that issue.

MS. GIORDANO: But we can put it in a
separate document and add it to the record at the
conclusion of the hearing.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Thank you.
Continue.

MS. GIORDANO: Okay. I think that that
-- Hopefully, that resolves the boundary issue to
the satisfaction of the community, and we will go

ahead and proceed, unless there are any further
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guestions, with our opening statement and our
presentation.

Good morning. Again for the record, my
name is Cynthia Giordano, appearing today as counsel
to Howard University in Case Number 16330.

This application is filed pursuant to
Section 3108.1 of the Zoning Regulations for a
special exception to approve a revised and updated
campus plan in the R-4, R-5-B, R-5-E , SP-2, CR, C-
M-2, C-M-3 and C-2-A zoned districts.

The campus plan is the University's
blueprint for developing the central campus as a
whole. It specifies the location, height, bulk and
use of all present and proposed improvements. This
plan is intended to guide the University's
development through the year 2007.

Howard University central campus
includes property located in a variety of
residential zoned districts, the SP-2 zoned
district, CR, C-M-2, C-M-3 and C-2-A zoned
districts. The zoning regulations specifically
permit University use in residential, mixed use, and
special purpose zoned districts with the approval of
this Board.

That is, even if the Board approves the

campus plan, the University must still obtain
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special exceptions in subsequent cases to be issued
building permits for any new construction in
residential, special purpose, and mixed use zoned
districts. That is the further processing process.

We believe that the evidence that has
already been submitted, together with the evidence
that will be presented into the record today, firmly
supports a conclusion that the University use, as
shown in the campus plan, is in harmony with the
general purpose and intent of the zoning regulations
and maps, and will not tend to adversely affect the
use of neighboring properties, nor is it likely to
be objectionable to neighboring property because of
noise, traffic, number of students or other
objectionable conditions.

Further, there is no unreasonable campus
expansion proposed into improved low density
districts.

I would now like to invite your
attention to our prehearing submission which
contains an Executive Summary of the plan that we
have submitted into the record. Basically, that
Executive Summary was intended to condense the
salient points of the campus plan for you, plus all
the issues -- it addresses all the issues that the

zoning regulations specifically require be addressed
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in the campus plan.

For organizational purposes and for your
convenience, we have just also handed out an outline
of the presentation that you're about to hear.

There is a very summary outline which identifies the
topics and the speakers on top, and then a more
detailed outline behind it.

In the interest of making efficient use
of your time, our witnesses, where appropriate, will
try to be brief and summarize the information that's
in the Executive Summary that has already been
submitted, then will try to answer any questions
that you may have.

In our Executive Summary we set forth in
detail the applicable regulations which set forth
the standard for approvals of campus plans. We
emphasize a well settled legal principle, that the
Board must grant a special exception if the
application satisfies all the requirements of the
zoning regulations.

Today our witnesses include, first, Vice
President Harry Robinson, who is Vice President for
Administration for the University; Dr. Hazel
Edwards, who is Special Assistant for Campus
Planning and Development; Osborne George, who is an

expert in transportation matters and has been
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accepted as an expert by this Board in
transportation matters previously; and as well as
Garland Stillwell, who I've already introduced.

Our first witness this morning will be
Mr. Robinson, and unless the Board has any questions
or concerns about the process that I laid out, we'll
go ahead and start with the first witness.

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes. With regard to the
traffic consultant, what's his name?

MS. GIORDANO: Mr. Osborne George.

CHATIRMAN REID: Osborne, who you
requested the expert status, it will be so granted.

MS. GIORDANO: Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN REID: We are familiar with
him, and he has --

MS. GIORDANO: We'll also take a moment,
if we could, to set up a slide projector before Mr.
Robinson starts.

CHATIRMAN REID: Okay. I was about to
say that he had appeared before us before.

MS. GIORDANO: Oh, thank you. Sorry to
interrupt.

CHAIRMAN REID: I didn't remember his
name offhand.

MR. ROBINSON: Madam Chairperson,

members of the Board of Zoning Adjustment, I wanted
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to take --

CHAIRMAN REID: Use the microphone,
please. Give your name and address prior to
speaking.

MR. ROBINSON: My name is Harry
Robinson. My home address is 7412 14th Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C.

I wanted to take just a few moments to
acquaint you with some of the history of Howard
University and how it evolved as a place and to give
you some aerial photographs that give you some
context for our actions and what we plan as our
future.

This is a map of 1870 vintage of Howard
University's place in a subdivision by Mr. R.M.
Hall, who was an engineer at that time. Howard
University's property came about as an acquisition
from a farmer named Mr. John Smith.

General Howard, who was our third
president, went to Mr. Smith and offered to buy a
part of his land. Mr. Smith refused that offer,
because he didn't want Negroes using part of his
land, but eventually he sold the entire property to
Howard University.

The story goes that General Howard had

no money, and Mr. Smith did not have clear title.
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In those days, in the 1860s, they had the ability to
work out a deal where they subdivided the northern
half of the property in the Pleasant Plains area,
which is now the Pleasant Plains area, sold that
off. That gave General Howard money to buy the
property.

This is one of the very early views.
Those of you who have driven up Howard University
recently will see that the Howard Hall, which is
General Howard's property that sits just on top of
the escarpment there, has been restored.

The other properties were other military
officers' who had been in the service with General
Howard that he encouraged to come and make their
homes with the great and good intentions of turning
Howard University -- or starting Howard University
as a place for all people.

The street in the foreground is é6th
Street, and the street that is perpendicular to it
is now Howard Place. You can see in the distance
that this was all forested farmland.

This is a view where you can see the
McMillan reservoir just beginning to be developed in
the righthand side. The building to the left is
Clark Hall. 1It's a boy's dormitory that was torn

down to make way for the Children's Hall for the
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School of Fine Arts. Then the area of Pleasant
Plains to the north.

We believe that Howard University is
really about people and place, and this photograph
of 1870 of the old main building, which was where
Founder's Library now exists, really indicates the
spirit of Howard University and the pride that we
have in the place called Howard University.

This is a more contemporary map that
shows the relationship of Howard to McMillan
reservoir, to the National Children's Medical Center
and to the Washington Hospital Center. Then, of
course, the Banneker properties and to our
neighbors.

You can see how it fits in the grid of
Pierre L'Enfant. The diagonal that goes off the
bottom of the slide is L'Enfant's 1791 boundary for
the city of Washington. When Howard was built, it
was, in fact, in the suburbs outside of the city of
Washington.

Also when Howard was built outside of
the plan for the city of Washington, there were
three major hills. The one in the background where
the Capitol now exists is Jenkins Hill. Founder's
Library, or at that time, 1870, the old main

building, sat on the northernmost hill outside of
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the 1791 boundary, and to the west you can see the
National Cathedral which is the other domination
outside of the city of Washington.

This photograph is taken from the east,
across McMillan reservoir, and gives you some sense
of our context with our neighbors.

This is a view looking to the east from
the west of the National Children's Medical Center,
the VA Hospital, and then Catholic University, our
neighbor on Michigan Avenue.

Another view looking from the west side
of Pleasant Plains, across Florida Avenue. The
building in the lower righthand corner is the
Cardoza High School, but it gives you some sense of
the pattern of our neighbors and how we exist in
these neighborhoods.

Then a view of our relationship with
what we think is our major street, Georgia Avenue,
running from Maine Avenue deep into Maryland north,
and then the diagonal of the 1791 boundary of the
Pierre L'Enfant plan.

View of the hospital. History will tell
you that the site of the hospital was the site of
the old Griffith Stadium, which was the predominant
stadium before Kennedy Stadium was built, and was

the home of the now-gone Washington Senators and the
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Washington Redskins.

Another view with the north/south
showing Georgia and 11lth, Florida Avenue, and to the
east along the McMillan reservoir 4th Street, and
then Michigan Avenue coming into 4th at the top of
McMillan reservoir.

Now we're beginning to take a look at
the pattern of the campus and what we call the quad,
which is one of Washington's most lovely public
spaces, and a more detailed look of how Howard
University moves right up the escarpment to the
grade of Founder's Library that faces on the quad
with Douglas Hall and some of the other more notable
buildings designed by Ket Salbin in 1930s.

And the relationship of our front door
at Howard Place to Georgia Avenue, clearly showing
Howard Hall nestled in between the Johnson Building.

The Howard University Hotel was closed
October 30, 1995. It has since been called the
Howard University Center, and as a gesture to
Georgia Avenue, as a major commercial street in the
city, we have plans that are being developed to put
the Howard University bookstore in the Howard
Center, which will place a major department store
essentially on Georgia Avenue, once again

reinforcing the commercial nature of that very
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important street.

Then the other jewel on Georgia Avenue
is, of course, the Howard Hall, which was restored
and was opened in June of this year.

We also have a major public space
gesture at the front door of the Howard University
Hospital. This shows a major public space plaza
that fronts Georgia Avenue just above Florida.

Then one of the newer developments is
what we call the North Gateway, which converts
Fairmont Street at Georgia into a major public
space, a gesture to both the commercial
establishments to the west and to the spirit and the
role of Georgia Avenue in the city's structure.

Then once again the view of this lovely
open space that we maintain as a public space to be
used by all who would come and venture.

One of the at-grade shots of our quad,
being faced by Founders Library to the south and
Douglas Hall would be to our right.

This is the Douglas Hall building. They
were both designed by Albert Kassel in the 1930s.
One of the great things that Kassel did was to set
up a building line around the quad so that we've
maintained that building line to give it its dignity

and its prominence.
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This is the Carnegie Library. It's one
of the very few libraries that Andrew Carnegie built
on an American campus, and it has the same building
line as does Douglas Hall. 1It's currently -- We've
done much of the exterior renovation, windows and
masonry, and we now have a proposal to have someone
come in and do the entire building as a center for
religious study.

Up until two years ago, Carnegie
Building was flanked by two temporary buildings that
were built more than 30 years ago as temporary
buildings. One of the things that President
Schwiker did was to remove those buildings, and
hence the Howard Center came into being, because
that was the place where he put those activities
that were there. So now once again, the campus is
open.

One of the other things that the campus
has, in addition to its main quad, is wonderful
personal private spaces. Among my favorites is the
one behind Founders Library from which you can see
all of downtown and the Capitol and the great
monuments of the city.

This is the southern gquad, what people
call the science quad, the valley. 1It's flanked on

the end by the physics building, Threlkel Hall, the



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

66
chemistry building to its right, and then the Ernest
Just Building for Sciences.

In addition to the grand spaces, the
grand public spaces, the more intimate spaces, there
are wonderful historic icons that have been
preserved. This is the entry to the then Freedman's
Hospital. 1It's now the CB Power Building for our
School of Communications and WHUT and WHMM, but we
preserved this wonderful flavor of the past.

Then the two international icons, the
gates of Kassel on the east and west sides of Howard
Place and the spire of Founders Library that can be
seen across the city.

Then the smaller details in the
architrave, the arch of Angela Rankin Chapel of the
initials of Andrew E. Rankin, and the wonderful
Kassel broken pediments over the Harriet Tubman
quadrangle which is the girls' dormitory on 4th
Street.

Then my favorite, of course, are the
gates and fences designed by Kassel and the Lewis
Frye, one of my teachers at Howard University, in
the 1930s.

This is a view essentially from the
Johnson Building, but it gives you some sense of

what the view would have been from Howard Hall,
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which at the time of this building was one of the
one of the tallest buildings in the city, because it
sat above a city that was predominantly two and
three-story masonry and wood structures. So there
were no impediments to the view to the Potomac River
and, I imagine, on a clear day all the way down to
Mount Vernon.

Howard Hall, we think, is the symbol of
Howard University's returning to its core values and
to its importance in this city and to this nation
and to this world.

I want to make just two very brief
points before I turn the program over to Dr.
Everetts.

The 1998 master plan is the first time
in more than 65 years that the plan has been done
in-house. In previous administrations, we had hired
outside consultants to do this plan for us.

They came in essentially and were given
some brief direction as to how to proceed, and
proceeded often with a direction that, if you've
read the attachments of the plan -- in a direction
that was not supportive, however, by the city or of
Howard University's culture and its core values.

We spent approximately seven months on

what we call the Long Walk, the book that's attached
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to the master plan. It was a precedent to all of
these actions.

When we looked at -- When I convinced
the President that we would do it in-house, we
looked at a compendium of from where Howard
University has come, and there was none.

Dr. Edwards was a former student of mine
and was starting her own consulting practice, and I
convinced her to come and spend six months with us
working on this history of Howard University. It is
a thorough history of Howard University.

It's the first history that looks at
Howard University as a place and as a culture.
Previously, we looked at the politics, how schools
had developed, who was hired when, who were the
Presidents, and this one looks at Howard University
as a place, a very important statement to our master
plan.

We feel very comfortable that we have
touched every issue that needs to be touched in
actually looking at Howard, at how Howard came
together. If you read the master plan, one of the
early plans -- I believe it was '61l -- was the sort
of plan that no one would consider today.

It was a Corbusien plan where you would

simply clear land and place towers, and then
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everybody lived in towers with no ground level. Our
plan is a plan that looks to our relationship with
the city and our relationship internal to the
campus .

One final brief statement: We think
that there are three similar statements that frame
what we think are the important parts of this plan.
It was our interest, of course, to satisfy the
requirements of the BZA and the city, but we think
the spirit of this plan resides in eight pages.

Those are pages 63 to 71 where we talk
about the concept of replacing. It suggests that
you have place. Place on its own will not continue
itself. There needs to be a continual replacing
effort.

We think this plan moves toward that
replacing effort. We spent a considerable amount of
time on four statements that we think frame this
replacing effort.

The first is, obviously, historic
continuity, that we maintain in a built place the
core values of Howard University.

The second is campus pattern and
structure, that this campus evolved over time. It
evolved with a culture of people. Then we have to

maintain that campus structure in our plan.
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The third and most important, Dr.
Edwards thinks, and I join her in that, is
connecting with the city, that Howard University is
not an island that exists unto itself, that it's
part of a neighborhood, and that we have to be
sensitive to and consider and work with our
neighbors to assure that we are part of this
community.

The fourth and final principle is the
one that says that the first three must be applied
in every situation where Howard University builds or
considers building.

So it is those eight pages that we think
are the heart and spirit of this plan. I must tell
you the principles set out in those eight pages are
now under development, so that we will look at every
situation where that principle can be applied, and
give an example of how it would evolve as a place.

We were careful not to make definitive
statements about what buildings would look like. I
think that's not productive. You notice the plan
does not have little shapes of buildings in it. It
sets out a place. We've established principles, and
we will follow those principles when we move forward
with our future building.

I'd be more than pleased to answer any
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guestions.

CHAIRMAN REID: Mr. Robinson, first let
me just correct the record. I referred to Mr.
Edwards initially. I want to correct that and just
say from the onset that I thought that the campus
plan was very well put together, and it's very
elegantly portrayed, very interesting, very
comprehensive.

What struck me initially was the --
first as being a real estate broker by trade
position, that the original owner was reluctant to
sell it to Howard University for a Negro school, but
later sold part of it for 50 times what he paid for
it. I thought that was a most interesting real
estate transaction.

Mr. Parsons?

MR. PARSONS: No guestions at this time.

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: Mrs. King?

MS. KING: No. I would also just like
to comment. I found the history in the bound volume
to be riveting. I was delighted also to see the

Executive Summary so that we could concentrate on
the things that we needed. It's a monumental task
to compile that history, such an important

institute. Thank you.
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MR. ROBINSON: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: There will be segments
for participation from the folks here and the
segment for opposition, persons who want to speak in
opposition, and the segment for folks who want to
speak in support. So everyone's concern will be
addressed, if that is what the gentleman in the
back is gesturing to me for.

MS. GIORDANO: Right. At the end of our
presentation, we would be happy to address any
cross-examination questions.

CHATIRMAN REID: Sure. Absolutely.

DR. EDWARDS: I'm Hazel Edwards, special
consultant for campus planning and development,
Howard University, 2400 6th Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.

I wanted to just present some of the
nuts and bolts of the campus plan after Mr. Robinson
has set the framework basically.

The campus plan is directed by President
H. Patrick, Scheigert's strategic framework for
action, which addresses the direction of the
academic growth of the University.

The issues which directly impact the
physical plant of the campus are strengthening

academic programs and services by focusing the
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intellectual power of faculty and the potential of
the students in stronger but fewer number
disciplines and programs, promoting excellence in
teaching and research through eight major capital
development projects, and enhancing national
community service, and to resolve the number of
schools and colleges was decreased in the academic
year 1997 to '98 from 16 to 12, and the number of
students was projected at 12,000 over the next
planning period.

Four of the capital development projects
are included in the campus plan. The others involve
wiring the campus for the computer network and a new
law library on the west campus.

At the last plan, the 1988 plan, the
number of schools and colleges of the University was
18. There was a projected student population at the
end of the planning period of 18,000 students and
5894 faculty and staff, not including the hospital
staff.

That plan -- In that plan, 33 new
construction projects were approved by the Board of
Zoning Adjustment. Those projects were primarily
focused on the interior campus in over 2.9 million
square feet.

If I could just point out, this is a
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copy of the 1988 plan that was approved by the
Board. As you see, the black squares indicate the
proposed buildings. The hatched buildings are also
proposed buildings, but those were partially below
grade, and there were other projects in this plan
that were previously approved by the Board but had
not been constructed.

As a result of the plan, only five
projects were constructed, for a total of 1.4-2
million square feet. Those include the Howard Plaza
Towers on Barry Street -- Barry Place, excuse me --
these two buildings; a hospital parking lot on Elm
Street, this building here; an addition to Cook Hall
dormitory, which is here; the Hospital tower facing
5th Street, which is here.

The plan also called for a school of law
building to be constructed on the former site -- the
Mott School site at 4th and W Streets. The
University has no plan to move the School of Law
from the west campus and recently received approval
from the Board earlier this year for the west campus
plan.

I want to emphasize that within the ten-
year period 27 projects that were approved in the
1988 plan were not built.

I'd like to just go over some of the
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current demographics of the campus. We have a total
population -- total student enrollment of 11,265
students, down from 12,205 in 1986.

By the year 2010 the enrollment is
projected at 12,000 students. This actually
reflects the philosophy of the University of
strengthening academic programs into fewer
disciplines and programs and services. Again, in
1986 we were at 18 schools and colleges. Today,
we're at 12.

The University currently employs 3,956
full and part-time staff members, more than 1500
fewer than indicated in the 1988 plan. The hospital
employs 2579 full and part-time workers, bringing
the total employed by the University to 6,535.

The University experienced a ten percent
reduction in staff between 1988 and 1995. This is
largely due to the streamlining of the schools and
colleges.

The University operates 13 on-campus
dormitories, and I'll point them out on this map
here. We have a women's dormitory quadrangle on 4th
Street which contains five dormitories, two
additional dorms on 4th Street at Bryant Place, a
men's dorm -- Actually, it's co-ed now -- at

Fairmont and 6th Street, and then another men's
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dormitory at Gresham and McMillan reservoir.

The two dormitories on Barry Place and
Satellite -- well, actually, they're contained in
the plan. Additional dormitories that are not
within the general boundaries at 3rd Street and 2nd
Street.

There are -- That comprises about 4500
people -- units for 4500 people. The University
also owns the Effingham Apartments on Georgia Avenue
and Howard Manor at Georgia and Girard Street, which
are available for graduate students and faculty and
staff.

As I mentioned, the '88 plan called for
33 new construction projects. This Board here
represents the 1998 plan which only calls for two
new construction projects and nine major renovation
projects.

The two construction projects are the
Health Sciences Library to be constructed on the
Annex I parking lot, and the Interdisciplinary
Science Center to be constructed on the lot across
from the Howard Center.

An application for further processing of
the Health Sciences Library was recently submitted
to the Board of Zoning Adjustment and will subject

to a separate public hearing this fall.
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The Science Center is in its preliminary
stages of development and will require further
processing, and the project will be examined by the
BZA with public input as part of the further
processing and special exception process.

The two construction projects that I
mentioned consist of about 300,000 square feet. The
other projects -- and if I may run through them
quickly. As I mentioned, they were major
renovations or adaptive reuse.

They are buildings that the University
currently owns, and we've made a realistic analysis
of the University's inventory and determined that
with better use and facilitation of our spaces, we
can accommodate the needs over the next ten-year
period.

The first project is the National Center
for African-American Heritage and Culture, to be
located in the former D.C. Teachers College
building, what we call the Minor Building. It's
indicated in the plan as project 203.

The second is the relocation of the
School of Education from its location in Academic
Support Building B to the Human Ecology Building.
The School of Human Ecology was one of the schools

closed in '91. So that space has been under-
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utilized since that time. That's project 204.

The vacated space by the School of
Education will become the Student Organization
Center in this location. Then as Mr. Robinson
mentioned, we would move the bookstore from its
present location on 4th Street to the Howard Center,
and that's project 206, the Howard Center being on
Georgia Avenue at Bryant Street, and we see that as
a major department store and commercial use for the
University.

The vacated space by the bookstore would
become a student health center and women's center.
That's project 207.

Then project 206 is a south campus
lecture center. We have a shortage of large lecture
halls, and this would be located in a building that
had housed the Wonder Bread thrift store.

Then here project 209 is presently
closed. 1It's a dormitory named the Bethune
Dormitory Hall. It is proposed as the Bethune
Faculty Center, which would accommodate 200-250
faculty spaces, the Office of Resident Life, a
student leisure center, and conference and meeting
rooms to support the faculty.

Then in the former Wonder Bakery

building that we now called the Wonder Plaza,
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project 210, is proposed as a computer superlab to
be developed on the level 2 area, level 2 of the
Wonder Plaza building.

The final project is the National Alumni
Center to be housed in the newly renovated Howard
Hall.

There's one demolition project,
demolition proposed in the campus plan, and that's
building 112 which is the physical education annex.

The plan calls for these projects to be
completed by the year 2002, and again we feel that
this is a realistic projection of the needs of the
University over the next ten-year planning period,
based on the reduction in the number of schools and
colleges and in the projected size of the student
population.

I just want to now go over the FAR
calculations for the campus. Our consultant, Isham
Baker of Baker Cooper and Associates prepared the
floor area ratio calculations, and for purposes of
computing FAR the University is treated as a single
property.

The FAR is computed for the land in each
of the zoneg, and an average is developed for the
campus. Howard's proposed central campus

encompasses a total area of 4,727,704 square feet or
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approximately 109 acres.

The total allowable building area is
13,400,234 square feet. Thus, the allowable FAR is
2.75. Again, for purposes of the FAR computation,
Howard's existing buildings have a total of
6,072,004 square feet, and the existing ground area
is 4,362,558 square feet. As a result, the actual
FAR for the campus is 1.39.

Again, the allowable FAR is 2.75, and
the actual FAR is 1.39.

I would like to just talk about some of
the community outreach and community improvement
initiatives that the University has initiated over
the last ten-year period, and these -- some of these
are directly related to the campus plan. Others are
just tangential but are relevant.

I'd like to frame those within three
groupings. One is that we feel that we've become
more responsive. We've established a Howard
University Community Association Center which is
directed by Maybelle Bennett.

This center functions as a community
outreach center to neighboring residents and
community associations through HUCA's director. The
University has received concerns from neighbors,

from our neighbors, for things such as crime on the
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fringes of the campus, the deteriorating state of
the University owned properties, and activities of
our students.

The HUCA is also involved in a number of
activities throughout the city, including
participation with some of the organizations, Manna,
The People's Involvement Corporation.

GACRI is another activity that the
Center is involved with, and those activities --
Through the Center, Ms. Bennett has -- and the
University have used grants, HUD grants and other
monies to support activities in and around the
University.

We've also established a joint Howard
University Campus Police/Metropolitan Police
Department satellite station in the building at 2200
Georgia Avenue which had been a liquor store. This
facility is the first of its kind in the District
where the Metropolitan Police Department shares a
facility with a private entity.

The station facilitates a direct working
relationship between Metropolitan Police and
University security and provides logistical support
to the officers assigned to the area. It is being
developed as a focal point for crime prevention,

reduction in law enforcement in the Howard
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University community and surrounding neighborhoods.

In addition to that, we've improved our
campus police force. We've increased the number of
security officers. We've added blue light systems
for people that are on campus.

There are over, I think, 150 blue light
stations located throughout the campus, and when you
go to a station, you actually push a button, and you
reach a live body on the other side. That and more
sophisticated crime tracking are the ways that we've
been responsive to our neighbors and our students as
well.

I also might add that the joint police
substation was created in direct response to
concerns that were expressed by the community
activists regarding the need for safety in the
community.

The next way that the University has
become more responsive is Ledroit Park Fannie Mae
initiative, and that is a project which seeks --
Excuse me just a minute.

That is a project which -- The Ledroit
Park initiative is a revitalization effort which
will convert 28 of the University owned, unoccupied,
boarded-up properties and 17 vacant lots in Ledroit

Park into new homes to revive homeownership
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opportunities, and those properties are -- They're

in this area of Ledroit Park on U Street and between

Oakdale and

donated two
Habitat for

development

Elm Street between 4th and 5th Streets.
We've also -- The University has also
of its properties on Hobart Place to
Humanity for their renovation and

for families.

There have been a number of upgrades to

the Howard University Hospital, specifically to the

emergency and trauma -- to meet the emergency and

trauma needs of the community. There has also been

increased efficiency of services.

Another way that we've assisted in the

community is having our physical facilities

management division clean up the Chrispus Addicts

Community Center.

involved in
I mentioned
Improvement
through the

Department,

We also feel that we're becoming more
the community through participation, as
before, in GACRI, in the Business
District, UPSAC, through HUD grants,
Weed and Seed Program with the Police

through Christmas in April, through the

People's Involvement Corporation, and Manna, through

partnerships with the Third District Metropolitan

Police Department, and participation of Georgia

Avenue merchants in various activities such as
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Merchant's Day; and last year at the homecoming game
we invited merchants on Georgia Avenue who were
affected by the closing of Georgia Avenue to set up
vending sites on the campus during the game.

Other activities include D.C. Reads the
Americorps' program, the D.C. Heritage Tourism
Coalition, and participation in other related
activities.

We've also made investments, as Mr.
Robinson indicated, in Georgia Avenue, again through
hospital improvements, through the Howard Center
renovations, the Metropolitan Police/Howard
University substation, through the Wonder Plaza
ground level shops. There are approximately eight
shops, retail shops, on Georgia Avenue between Barry
Place and Bryant Street, and also in aesthetics,
through the visual imagery projected in signage, the
banners, the parking lot signs, the new Wayfinding
signs that you see around the city.

We've also -- I also mentioned, the
vacant properties. 1In addition to these, a large
number of our faculty, staff and students contribute
their personal -- contribute their time through
their personal and professional affiliations to the
community.

I think that I'll just close by saying
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that the University -- From what I've presented,
this is a modest plan. As I mentioned, only two new
construction projects.

I'd be happy to answer any questions
about those projects.

MS. KING: Your current enrollment is
how many?

DR. EDWARDS: 11,265 students.

MS. KING: And you anticipate that in
the next ten years you will have a 700 student
increase, approximately?

DR. EDWARDS: Yes.

MS. KING: Give or take?

DR. EDWARDS: Yes.

MS. KING: And no additional housing is
going to be provided for the students?

DR. EDWARDS: No. As I mentioned, we
currently have about 4,6040 units. We can
accommodate that many people, and there are actually
two dorms that are online that are proposed for
renovation. They were closed due to the need for
repairs, and those would add maybe --

MS. KING: It's not on what you just
told us, the list of projects?

DR. EDWARDS: No. They are projects

within the Women's Quadrangle. Those are two --
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They weren't included in that list, because there is
no use change. They are going to be renovated, but
there's no use change. That was kind of the
criteria they used for which projects they were
really putting forth as change.

MS. KING: And so the renovation in the
women's dormitory quadrangle will add how many beds
or how many units?

DR. EDWARDS: It's approximately 400-500
units, rooms.

MS. KING: Which are single occupancy?

DR. EDWARDS: Single and double
occupancy.

MS. KING: Parking: You're going to
build over two existing lots. Is that correct?

DR. EDWARDS: Yes, and we have --
Osborne George is going to make the presentation
about those affected parking spaces.

CHAIRMAN REID: I, too, have that
concern. Dr. Edwards, isn't there a dorm of 16th
Street?

DR. EDWARDS: Yes. Thank you. I forgot
to mention that. The University has disposed of or
vacated or sold three of its satellite dormitories
but maintained one, Meridian Hill dormitory at 1léth

and Euclid Streets.
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CHAIRMAN REID: So that's not reflected?

DR. EDWARDS: That is reflected in the -

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes, it is in your
submission, but it's not reflected on your boundary.

DR. EDWARDS: 1It's not shown due to the
proximity.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Well, that is
owned by the University.

DR. EDWARDS: Yes, it is.

CHAIRMAN REID: Is that the only
property that is owned by the University that is not
reflected in your boundaries.

MS. KING: Or the west campus plan.

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes, as depicted here.

DR. EDWARDS: Well, there are other
properties. AS Ms. King mentioned, the west campus
and the east campus.

CHATIRMAN REID: Oh, vyes, the west
campus .

DR. EDWARDS: And there are some
properties that are utilized by the hospital on
Rhode Island Avenue in close proximity to the campus
but --

CHAIRMAN REID: Did you submit for us a

site plan or boundaries that also reflected
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everything that's owned by the Howard University? I
did not see that.

MS. GIORDANO: If I can interject for a
minute. If the uses are not subject to University
use, then they don't necessarily have to be included
in the campus plan, because this is a special
exception for a university use, which is a special
exception use.

So if the University happens to own
property elsewhere that is not being used by the
University, it doesn't necessarily have to be
reflected in the campus plan. We can submit the
information.

CHAIRMAN REID: No, no, no. No, that's
not necessary, but particularly in regard to the
dormitory on 16th Street, it is now or not in use?

DR. EDWARDS: It is in use, and it is
reflected in the building inventory at the back of
the plan.

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes, I know that, but
it's not here.

DR. EDWARDS: It's not in the
boundaries.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. I just wanted to
clarify that for my own edification.

MS. KING: Could you explain something
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more about the Ledroit Park initiative? Can you
show me where it is on the map? I know where
Ledroit Park is, but where is the initiative to take
place?

DR. EDWARDS: The houses and the
properties that are slated for that project are
here, just south of the hospital. They face --

MS. KING: Is that the gray?

DR. EDWARDS: The gray, yes.

MS. KING: And those are single family
homes?

DR. EDWARDS: Yes.

MS. KING: I see.

DR. EDWARDS: And there are additional
houses that are on Oakdale Street and Elm Street.

MS. KING: Also in gray?

DR. EDWARDS: Yes, indicated in gray.

MS. KING: And would you explain to me -
- you're going to return them to private ownership?
You own them now?

DR. EDWARDS: The University owns those
properties, and they will be renovated or offered
for sale and renovated. I think the first level of
sale i1s -- They're offering the houses to University
employees, but they will be returned to --

MS. KING: They will be returned to
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private ownership?

DR. EDWARDS; Private ownership, ves.

MR. PARSONS: I wanted to follow up on
that. There seems to be a boundary change on Elm
Street from the previous master plan. That is, half
the buildings on Elm Street used to be within the
campus boundary, as I see the old drawings, but
you're removing those. They're not owned by the
University. They're shown in white, but
would it be better then to eliminate all of the
houses in that particular block from Oakdale Street,
Elm Street, i1f you're going to return them to the
private ownership, the tax rolls of the District, to
eliminate that entire square from the boundaries?

MS. GIORDANO: With respect to the
Ledroit Park initiative houses, I think that some
community folk had raised that issue, and it is our
plan, once they are returned to private ownership,
non-University ownership, to remove them from the
campus plan boundaries.

The Oakdale properties, we have
discussed, but we can certainly take a look at that
issue and formulate a position on it.

MR. PARSONS: Well, that's fine. Just
for clarification then -- Maybe I'm in error, but

isn't that entire square currently within the
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boundary of the campus?

DR. EDWARDS: It's not the entire
square. You're referring to the square that's
bounded on the north by Oakdale?

MR. PARSONS: Oakdale, 5th and 4th.

DR. EDWARDS: The entire square is not
in the campus boundaries. This is the square that
you're referring to, and as you see, the boundaries
go to a point that's perpendicular to the alley,
then cut off, including this southeast corner of the
square.

MR. PARSONS: Okay. Let's look at page
42 then in the campus plan. I think you'll see
there -- It may be a drafting error, but the blue
line indicting the campus boundary includes that
entire square. That's what I'm referring to. That
says the existing campus structure.

DR. EDWARDS: Yes, that is an error in
the plan.

MR. PARSONS: That's an error. So we
don't need to take any action to amend the plan.

MS. KING: What page are we on?

CHAIRMAN REID: Forty-two.

MR. PARSONS: And there's a very faint
blue line that shows the existing campus boundary,

and apparently that's a drafting error. So we don't
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have to do anything about that.

MS. GIORDANO: For the record, I think
as part of a post-hearing submission, we would
submit a list of any errors like that that come up,
so that there's a document that shows where the
plan, going forward, is corrected during the course
of this BZA hearing, or changed.

MR. PARSONS: Another thing that you
mentioned, Dr. Edwards, in your testimony --
apparently, there's been a change since this drawing
was produced. When you got to building 209, you
talked about it being the Bethune faculty building.
On this exhibit it's listed as a bookstore.

Apparently, the bookstore is being
moved, which I think is positive, to the Howard
Center on Georgia Avenue.

DR. EDWARDS: Yes.

MR. PARSONS: You didn't want us to
approve a drawing here that said 209 was one thing,
and your testimony was another, but that could be
done in a post hearing submission as well.

DR. EDWARDS: Well, you're referring to
this -- Mr. Parsons, this drawing?

MR. PARSONS: Yes, I am. The copy I
have on 209 says Howard University bookstore.

DR. EDWARDS: I'm sorry. The legend,
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yes. That was an error.

MR. PARSONS; Let's talk about the
demolition of the -- what is it, the physical
education building? What is planned then after
demolition? Possibly a park to be placed there?

DR. EDWARDS: Actually, you're right on
the money. We are planning -- We were proposing
that it would become a transition area between the
stadium and the main quad, so that that area would
be landscaped as a park-like -- a vest pocket park,
as it were.

MR. PARSONS: Well, should we push you a
little bit and make that a condition of this? I'm
partial to parks, as you may know, but I think if
demolition is going to occur that some rationale or
use for the property should be stated. Just in
time, Mr. Robinson.

MR. ROBINSON: Mr. Parks, the park man.
That was one of Kassel's first buildings. It is not
one of the buildings that we could spend any money
in, you know, any reasonable amount of money to get
a decent facility. 1It's broken up. It's got bad --
The infrastructure is terrible. The structure is
bad.

A person has a view, and I shared it,

that we've lost great opportunities to have the
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marvelous view toward the reservoir. Why would we
block the quad with Lock Hall and now Black Vernon
and First Childers about this wonderful view of
water? I mean, people spend millions of dollars to
have a view of water.

It's of interest to have that building
come down as soon as possible, possibly before the
students come back in September, and then we would
leave it open as an open vista to McMillan
reservoir.

I cannot assure you that over the long
haul that we won't develop it, but I can assure that
the development will be compatible with having that
ventilation of Howard University across McMillan and
having a reverse foundation back into the campus.

It's not a very handsome -- You know,
Hilliard Robinson had been to Germany by the time he
came back to campus and did Childers, and if you've
seen that building, it's just punched hole windows.
Whatever happens on one side happens on the other.
That's the whole Bauhaus mentality.

So that the back view of that is not a
very pleasant view, but the President has interests
of redefining it as a major open space on the
campus. In the very early photographs, you will see

that that space was actually an amphitheater that
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steps down the hill, and it had a view of McMillan
reservoir.

MR. PARSONS: Well, as you were coming
in, I was trying to push your colleagues into making
a commitment, at least for the length of this master
plan, to a park space here. That's why they asked
you to make some remarks, but the University is not
ready to make a permanent commitment to open space
here.

MR. ROBINSON: We can't make a permanent
commitment, but we can make a commitment to whatever
the new built form would be that it would be
sympathetic to that great view of McMillan reservoir
to the northeast.

MS. GIORDANO: Can I -- I just note also
that the plan doesn't state what will happen after
the demolition. If we do propose to do something
that includes structure, we would have to come back
and amend the plan.

MR. PARSONS: Oh, certainly. I just
push parks.

MR. ROBINSON: You know, Mr. Parsons,
that Howard University is up in little quads among
the great public parks in the city.

MR. PARSONS: Oh, they are absolutely

great space.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

96

I want to talk a little bit about the
commitment to retail along Georgia Avenue, and first
the Howard Center bookstore and then you had
mentioned in project 210, I believe it is, in the
Wonder Center Plaza.

This would be general retail, not
associated with the University in any way. Of
course, the University students probably would use
it, but is it more community oriented retail or
haven't you come to a conclusion on that yet?

MR. ROBINSON: There are two issues.

The first is the space that we acquired when we
bought Wonder Plaza from Douglas Jamal. As you can
imagine, we have many, many offers, people who want
to put food restaurants in there, and we've turned
them down.

We're looking for a cleaners. We're
looking for somebody who repairs shoes, those kinds
of services that we want to come into the community.
So we actively have a broker looking for those kind
of services to come in.

I mean, somebody comes every day wanting
to put some food in there. We don't want anymore
food on Georgia. We want services for not only
Howard University but services for the community.

The Howard University bookstore in the
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Howard Center was a concept that I hammered out with
two other vice presidents over pizza on December
20th. I would not let them leave until they agreed
to do it. I wanted to do it. That's a lot of
pizza. It was cold, too.

It is our view that we're going to open
the front of the Howard University Center up, and
it's going to be a major department store on Georgia
Avenue, computers. We're going to have small
restaurant. There will be book signing. It's going
to become a cultural hub on that part of Georgia
Avenue.

MR. PARSONS: On your community outreach
that you mentioned, Ms. Bennett was doing it. Your
neighborhood commission, as you probably know, is
requesting that you establish a community advisory
council. Is that something you have in progress or
is this a new idea or where are you?

MS. GIORDANO: It really has been in
progress during the course of this campus plan, and
it's something that Ms. Bennett does regularly.
That's really her job, is to meet with the community
and to facilitate that.

So I envision that that responsibility
will ultimately reside within the association that

she sets up, and we -- At this point in time, we
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have another project that we have filed for the
Health Sciences Library. So I'm sure there will be
a great deal of community outreach and discussion.

So it's hard to say exactly, you know,
what form this advisory function will take exactly,
but the University is completely committed through
the association that Ms. Bennett heads to meet with
the community on a regular basis and to participate
in civic association, ANC meetings. Ms. Bennett
regularly attends those meetings.

MR. PARSONS: Let's turn to the boundary
expansion to the west. As I understand it, you at
this juncture only have one project that's
envisioned in that area called project 202, which is
the science and technology center.

Yet you're asking us to expand the
boundary. How is it that we should do that? What
are the needs of the University in this area, and
why are we being asked to expand the boundary?

MR. STILLWELL: For the record, Garland
Stillwell, Linowes and Blocher.

The main reason for the identification
of the -- for the expansion of the western
boundaries is to reflect the properties that the
University has acquired in that area along the

Sherman Avenue corridor since the 1988 central
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campus plan.

Again, the outline on the western
boundary does not include all properties owned by
the University, but a significant number of
properties within that area bordered on the west by
Sherman Avenue and on the east by Georgia Avenue are
University owned properties.

Particularly, we are referring to -- If
you can refer to the mini-handout of the site plan,
the lot Zs and the gray buildings which buffer both
lots, as well as some residential lots located along
8th Street, 9th Street and Florida Avenue.

So the boundary expansion is really just
to reflect the influence of the University in
regards to the properties it owns in that western
area.

With regards to the Science Technology
Center, Dr. Edwards will be able to address the
specifics in regards to the proposal at that time --
at this time.

MR. PARSONS: Let's stick with this map
then a moment. The parking areas are shown in
vellow.

MR. STILLWELL: That is correct.

MR. PARSONS: Buildings are shown in

gray.
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MR. STILLWELL; That is correct.

MR. PARSONS: And the white indicates
what?

MR. STILLWELL: The white indicates
properties that are currently not owned by the
University.

MS. KING: Or a park, or open space.

MR. STILLWELL: Or open space. Yes.

MR. PARSONS: So at this time the
University has no intention for use of any of that
white space that it currently owns?

MR. STILLWELL: That is correct.

MR. PARSONS: 1Is the University
acquiring properties outside of this boundary. In
other words, in 2007 will you be here to expand the
boundary once again through acquisition?

MR. ROBINSON: We have no intentions at
this time of any acquisitions of property outside
that boundary.

MR. PARSONS: Okay. I think that's all
I have. Thank you.

MS. GIORDANO: Is the Board ready to
move on to the next --

CHAIRMAN REID: One question. In
regards to the commercial spaces that are being

generated by Howard University on Georgia Avenue,
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those centers are going to be utilized by the
community. Is that what I'm hearing you say, that
the bookstore and the computer center, the 24-hour
computer center -- is that going to -- Is that just
for the University or is that one of these community
outreach projects?

MR. ROBINSON: The bookstore will be a
commercial retail establishment open to anyone who
wants to come in.

CHAIRMAN REID: Twenty-four hours?

MR. ROBINSON: No, no. The bookstore
will have regular hours, say --

CHAIRMAN REID: I'm sorry. The computer
lab.

MR. ROBINSON: The computer center is a
24-hour operation. The ambitions of the Howard
University Association is that members of the
community will be given ID cards, and they will have
as much access to Howard facilities as would Howard
students, staff and faculty.

CHAIRMAN REID: All right. Continue.

MS. GIORDANO: If you're ready, we were
going to move on to Mr. George's report on traffic
and parking.

MR. GEORGE: Good morning, Madam

Chairman, members of the Board. I came prepared to
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do a full one-hour presentation on traffic. So it's
going to be challenging cutting it to five minutes,
but --

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay, ten.

MR. GEORGE: With the aid of these
exhibits, I think I'll try to take you through --
briefly through the analysis and planning process
which we used to address the requirements of the
zoning regulations that the use before should not
result in objectionable traffic conditions for
adjacent property.

In order to do that, I think it would be
very useful if we look backward before we look
forward to the provisions and the documentations
contained in the 1988 plan.

A comprehensive study was done in 1988,
and it showed that, with modest roadway and
transportation related improvements, an additional
1.5 million square feet of development could take
place, including considerable office, retail and
extensive dormitory or residential uses.

As Ms. Edwards, Dr. Edwards, has pointed
out, since the 1988 plan approximately 300,000
square feet, I believe, has been built out, but the
uses have included primarily residential uses. The

Towers complex is off Barry Place, and the Bethune
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Annex complex which is located off 4th Street and
Bryant Street.

Those uses were almost entirely for
residential use, I should say, and as such, the
benefits are clear in terms of traffic generation in
that it reduces the travel demand that would be
created, or I should say the auto travel demand that
would be created by the University.

Dr. Edwards also pointed out that the
1988 plan also included provision for the law school
to move to the central campus and, of course, the
Howard Plaza project again I'd like to mention,
which called for some 60,000 square feet of office
and retail.

Okay. Looking at the situation today,
we conducted out analysis of the traffic operations,
analyzing all of the key study area sections within
the area of the campus. As you know, Howard
University is an urban campus served by established
transportation corridors, key among which are
Georgia Avenue, Florida Avenue -- Georgia Avenue
along the central spine, Florida Avenue to the
south, Sherman Avenue to the west, and other less
heavily traveled roadways such as the 4th/5th Street
corridor to the east.

I would like to draw your attention to



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

104
one exhibit in the campus plan report at page 105.
That exhibit, which is Exhibit 16, presents our
documentation of traffic volume data along Georgia
Avenue which was provided by the District of
Columbia Department of Public Works.

As you can see, we looked at traffic
along that key corridor, which is the primary access
route to the facility, and it shows that between
1980 and 1997 there has been very, very modest
traffic increases or increases in traffic volumes,
and since 1984 that traffic volumes have actually
declined.

There are several reasons for that.
Within the region generally, the Washington
Metropolitan area, there have been substantial
shifts demographically as far as population, jobs
and so on. In addition to that, there have been in
the early nineties two Metrorail stations opened
within the area, the service area of Howard
University, the Shaw-Howard University station which
is to the south of Georgia, and that's shown on the
Exhibit that I'm pointing to here, which is included
in the campus plan report, and the U Street station
which is a little bit further to the west.

I would also point out that the station

to the north -- I think it's the Shepherd -- The
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name escapes me right now -- Shepherd Park station
to the north at New Hampshire Avenue and Georgia is
scheduled to be opened. The Petworth station is
scheduled to be opened in 1999, and of course, this
would make travel -- present further travel
opportunities for non-auto modes.

In addition to that, some of the
conditions of the 1988 plan called for the
University to implement measures that would --
itself that would reduce travel demand, and the
University has done so through providing shuttle
connections to those Metro stations through
providing a campus shuttle which links the central
core area with its parking facilities, well over 20
facilities which are spread over the general campus
area.

We were able to determine that currently
the roadway system operates quite favorably with
good levels of service at all key intersections.

One thing I should mention is that the University
has also amended the circulation plan, internal
circulation plan, considerably to reduce the number
of vehicles that could access the central core area,
and also to minimize pedestrian/vehicle conflicts.

To be sgpecific, 6th Street, for example,

is now one-way throughout the entire campus. Howard
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Place only allows for ingress into the University,
and so is Bryant Street which is now a private
street between 6th Street and 4th Street.

All of these changes have allowed for
much more favorable circulation pattern, favorable
to pedestrians, unfavorable to traffic, and we think
this is reflected in the results of our analysis.

As far as the future situation, again I
would just like to tie in with Dr. Edwards' earlier
testimony. The 1988 plan allowed for up to 18,000
students. The current plan proposes that the
student population be capped at approximately
12,000.

The key issue that we found necessary to
address was the impact of the planned facilities.

As was noted, the Health Sciences Library is planned
to be located on what is now a parking lot, referred
to as the Annex 1 lot located between W and Bryant
Street and west of 4th Street.

In addition, even though programming
details are not available, the Interdisciplinary
Sciences building is planned for the west side of
Georgia Avenue.

Based on studies that we have done and
studies that were done independently for the

University, it was -- extensive surveys of existing
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parking facilities were done, particularly to
determine whether there is available space that
could accommodate the spaces that will be eliminated
by the -- particularly by the planned Health
Sciences Library.

On this chart we've identified the
parking demand and some of the key parking lots on
the campus, and I would just summarize by saying
that, of the 4500 approximately parking spaces
currently provided in off-street lots, roughly 75
percent of those spaces are used during peak demand
periods.

So preliminary analyses have been done
to show that, even with the elimination of most of
the spaces on the Lot S, which will be the site of
the Health Sciences Library, those spaces could --
or the demand so displaced could be accommodated in
the other lots.

I would refer particularly that
immediately to the south are the two parking decks
which are located off 6th Street between Oakdale and
W Street. Those two lots contain a capacity of
close to 1,000 spaces, and surveys have shown that
there is well over close to 400 spaces available
within those lots during peak demand periods, and

that the spaces could be distributed to those two
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lots as well as to other lots.

I would just draw your attention to what
has been referred to as Lot Z, which is off Sherman
Avenue. That lot, which is shown here on my chart,
has a capacity of 370 spaces. Currently, the demand
is approximately just over 50 percent of that at
approximately 190 spaces utilized.

Those demand were assessed based on a
number of observations made by us ourselves as part
of this analysis and by another consultant working
for the University.

An issue which has arisen throughout the
planning process, which involved extensive meetings
with members of the community, has been the impacts
of ongoing usage of the campus and, in particular,
the planned new development activity.

As a result, we undertook an analysis,
again with considerable input and involvement from
the neighbors, to address -- to develop, I should
say, preliminary proposals for traffic mitigation,
and I believe this is part of the record.

Again, it is preliminary. It is
anticipated that this would be a continuing process
through which we would continue through the facility
of the community advisory council or whatever body

is set up to be involved with the community to
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address those concerns.

Based on this quick summary, Madam
Chair, I think we can say that it is our assessment
that the land uses proposed under the current plan
can be accommodated within the capacity of the
existing transportation -- that is, traffic and
parking capacity -- of the University and, as such,
it should not result in significant objectionable
traffic conditions to adjacent users and the
community as a whole.

Thank you. I'd be glad to answer
guestions.

MS. GIORDANO: And can I just ask Mr.
Osborne to elaborate a little bit on one point. You
were speaking about parking demand. Could you also
touch on what the University policy is in terms of
fees for parking in their facilities?

MR. GEORGE: Yes. Thanks, Ms. Giordano.

Parking pricing strategy is an important
element of controlling parking demand and,
consequently, travel demand by auto. The current
pricing structure -- Do we have an exhibit number?

MS. GIORDANO: For this document?

MR. GEORGE: Yes.

MS. GIORDANO: I'm not sure. This was

attached to the Office of Planning report.
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MR. GEORGE: Yes, okay. So on page 6 of
that document we looked at the pricing structure of
Howard's parking currently and compared it with
other universities within the District of Columbia.

As you can see, for faculty and staff
there is currently an annual charge of $240, and
that compares to $270 at Catholic University, $450
for the American University, and an amazing $1416 at
the George Washington University.

As far as students are concerned, the
rates -- Howard University's rates are comparatively
low, and we think that this is favorable, even
though it's a sensitive thing. By making parking
too low, you could generate demand. However, of
that sensitivity to reducing the impacts or ensuring
that impacts on the adjacent neighborhoods are
minimized, it appears that those rates are
favorable.

In other words, students should not find
major constraints to paying those fees in order to
park on the campus lots as opposed to the
residential streets.

MR. ROBINSON: For the record, Harry
Robinson, Howard University.

Madam Chair, we have also initiated a

Metro shuttle bus. It's been in operation now for
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about ten months. It goes to the S Street Metro
stop. When the one on Georgia Avenue opens further
north, we're going to incorporate that.

We've just collapsed all of our shuttle
services into one comprehensive, integrated route.
We're buying new buses. So we're trying to
encourage students to actually use public
transportation.

Dr. Edwards has also been in contact
with Metro about Howard University becoming a part
of a program where we underwrite the cost of Metro
passes for those faculty and staff, who would be
encouraged then to catch Metro rather than drive to
the University.

So we're making great strides in
encouraging both our students and faculty and staff
not to drive to the University and to use public
transportation.

MR. GEORGE: Again, I think in summary,
this is all I have, Madam Chair. I'd be glad to
answer any questions that the Board may have.

CHAIRMAN REID: Mrs. King, you had a
guestion?

MS. KING: How many -- Would you remind
me how many spaces are going to be lost by the

proposed building?
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MR. GEORGE: Approximately 500. There
are 493 spaces in that lot presently.

MS. KING: In both lots or in just one
lot?

MR. GEORGE: In Lot S. The site that is
the target of -- subject of immediate development
plans is the Lot S.

MS. KING: But isn't -- Lot V, is that
not also going to be developed?

MR. GEORGE: Yes, and I will just
respond briefly, and Dr. Edwards or Dr. Robinson
could expand further.

There are no definitive plans, no
programming details. That lot currently contains
approximately 250 spaces. In general, the
University has advised that plans for the future
Interdisciplinary Sciences building would
incorporate off-street parking in a structure or in
a surface lot adjacent to the building.

MS. KING: Up to 250 spaces?

MS. GIORDANO: There is no plan at this
time to --

MS. KING: I understand. Well, 500
spaces are definitely going to be eliminated
totally.

CHAIRMAN REID: 750.
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MS. GIORDANO: I don't know the exact
number, but we have filed an application for further

processing for that building, and that application -

MS. KING: I understand, but --

MS. GIORDANO: There's some parking
that's being provided as part of the building. It's
nominal. It's about 40-something spaces.

MS. KING: Basically, for the people who
work in the building.

MS. GIORDANO: Exactly.

MS. KING: Not for public parking.

MS. GIORDANO: There will be some
handicapped spaces.

MS. KING: I see. Okay. So at any
rate, we know that approximately 500 spaces that are
available to students and visitors and so forth are
going to be -- and possibly another 250 over the
ten-year period of this plan.

MS. GIORDANO: That's correct.

MS. KING: At the same time, 700
students are anticipated to be added, and I would
like to ask Mr. George what the impact of
eliminating approximately 700 spaces and adding 700
students -- did you take that into your calculations

when you said that there would be no adverse impact
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on parking and traffic?

MR. GEORGE: Yes, Ms. King. I think
what we pointed out is that immediately to the south
of the proposed Health Sciences Library are the two
hospital decks which can accommodate a bit over 300
additional spaces.

MS. KING: You mean that there are 300
spaces that on a daily basis are not utilized there?

MR. GEORGE: Yes. 1In fact, this was
determined based on surveys done not only by
ourselves but by a consultant working specifically
in connection with the plans, in support of Howard
University's plans for the Health Sciences Library.

I would just tell you that the numbers
were checked over a two-month period --

MS. KING: But -- So let me make -- be
qgquite clear on this. You're eliminating just under
500 spaces, but there are in A-1 and A-2 -- Is that
the structures?

MR. GEORGE: That is correct, ma'am.

MS. KING: A-1 and A-2 there are 300
spaces that are not presently being used?

MR. GEORGE: Yes. We determined that
approximately 320 of the users assigned to the
current S Lot could be reassigned to that lot.

Others would be assigned elsewhere, and again as Ms.
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Giordano points out, specific documentation is
presented as part of the processing package for that
facility.

Lot Z, for example, which is located off
Sherman Avenue, currently has a capacity of 370
spaces. It has been determined that by resurfacing
and striping, the capacity could be increased to
approximately 430 spaces.

So again, here there is close to 200
spaces that could be available within that lot,
which is linked to the rest of the campus by what we
found to be a very efficient shuttle -- parking
shuttle system.

MS. KING: I'm aware --and this is for
anybody who can answer it. I'm aware that many of
the Universities in the District of Columbia have
problems of spillover parking into residential
neighborhoods and so forth. Are the residential
neighborhoods, V Street, W Street, and Ledroit Park
and so forth -- are those -- Do they have
residential permit parking throughout?

MR. GEORGE: Yes, ma'am.

MS. KING: And do they have problems
with students violating that?

MR. GEORGE: We have had discussions

with the members of the Ledroit community, and the
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issue of nonresident parking has arisen. Again, we
conducted the study to develop the measures to
mitigate those types of impacts during the period
when the schools were out of session.

We could not clearly quantify the extent
to which there is the level of usage that exists.

We think that there is. The exact extent and the
mitigation measures would be developed, particularly
following the resumption of the school's regular
session.

Clearly, one of the measures is more
efficient enforcement, and the University has agreed
to cooperate, work with the citizens in order to
identify the problem and to implement measures,
including working with the appropriate authorities.

These are public streets, and they would
require police enforcement. So this is an issue
that -- again, that has been discussed extensively
and, I believe, is one of the topics that would be
continually on the focus.

MS. KING: Okay. Now so far as I
understand, you've been talking about parking for
faculty and staff -- for faculty, staff and
students.

MR. GEORGE: Yes, ma'am.

MS. KING: 1If somebody -- If I were to
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go to visit -- If I were going to go to the
Blackburn Center and so forth, where would I park?

I don't have a permit. I'm not a member of the
faculty, staff or the student body. Where do I park
when I go to the Blackburn Center or if I go to --
and the imagination boggles, because I'm not a
sports fan, but if I went to a football game, where
would I park?

MR. GEORGE: Okay. First, if you park -
- We assume you drove, and the University has a
policy where, for $3.25, you could be issued a
visitor pass and parking in a lot. I think
typically the lot off Georgia Avenue, Lot V,
opposite the Howard Center is the one you would use
for that purpose.

You would also have the opportunity to
use the campus' Metro shuttle if you came by
transit.

MR. ROBINSON: Mrs. King, the Blackburn
Center normally is not available during the day,
because it's used by Howard University. In the
evening when it is available to outside interests,
all the lots are open, and we have our parking
people there to direct guests to the Blackburn
Center and from -- you know, from those lots.

Last fall we brought Homecoming back to
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the campus for the first time in about ten years,
and we, in cooperation with the Metropolitan Police
and our parking and our campus police, directed
people to outlying lots and had a shuttle working to
bring them to the football game. But if you should
come to the football game, I'll assure you of
parking.

MS. KING: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: Mr. Parsons?

MR. PARSONS: First, Mr. George, I want
to congratulate you on a new standard for traffic
studies. This is the most colorful -- because I've
read a lot of these things, and this really is a
joy.

CHAIRMAN REID: It's more appealing to
the eye.

MR. PARSONS: I'm hope your peers in the
profession will take your lead.

MR. GEORGE: Thank you, sir. I must say
that I must recognize the help that -- the input
that has been given by the residents, Tony Norman,
Mr. Guyot, and Mr. Alan Boyd, an active member of
the Ledroit community who isn't here, but I must say
that we spent time in the field with members of the
community, and it reflects a lot of their input.

MR. PARSONS: I guess maybe our mission
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is not to ask this question at this point, but I
really need to. There are two parking garages
currently on the campus -- that is, buildings
dedicated to strictly parking.

MR. GEORGE: Parking structures, yes.

MR. PARSONS: Right. How many of the
buildings on the campus have parking within them?

MR. GEORGE: Not within them, but --

MR. PARSONS: In their basement, such as
this building.

MR. GEORGE: Okay, three.

MR. PARSONS: I wonder in your longer
range forecast -- and maybe this was not your
assignment -- whether you feel that, as time moves
on and the campus is further built out, that
additional parking garages would need to be
constructed or, through other traffic management
systems, that possibly the demand for parking would
be reduced over time?

MR. GEORGE: As in the 1988 plan, I
think it has been noted, we have recommended that to
Howard University, that it continues to explore
means. We've documented some of the measures
already in place, the shuttle linkage to the
Metrorail, the lower cost of parking.

We have one chart here which, I think,
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shows the current modes of travel to the University,
and as you can see, based on surveys we've
conducted, it shows that 35 percent of students,
nonresident students, actually walk. A number of
them live within the adjacent communities that we've
mentioned, and there's a considerable number of
walkers.

Those driving, either alone or with
others, is already less than one-third of the total
population, around 33 percent. So we think that
this -- These figures, incidentally, compare
favorably with what was documented in the 1988 plan
submission.

So we think already the University
demonstrates a substantial commitment in that area.
Sure, there are opportunities should be explored to
further expand that type of usage, and I think with
the introduction of additional transit service along
the corridor through the Petworth station which I
mentioned, those opportunities could be realized.

MR. PARSONS: So it's contemplated --
and it's probably outside our jurisdiction -- to say
that the next revision in the master plan should
start to consider construction of a second -- third
parking structure.

I'm trying to determine whether we're at
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the breaking point here. As the gray real estate
starts to turn to yellow -- or the yellow starts to
turn to gray, I guess, there must be a break point
where another structure is needed. But I'm talking
myself out of it. So why don't we leave it at that.

MR. BASTIDA: No, Mr. Parsons, the Board
has the privilege to note what the emphasis would be
on the next cycle of the master plan. So your
comments are appropriate.

MR. PARSONS: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: Could I have the other
graph that you took down, the one that shows demand.

MR. GEORGE: Yes.

CHAIRMAN REID: This depicture is
existing or what you anticipate for the future?

MR. GEORGE: This is the existing
demand. Again, this was -- While we surveyed all of
the lots, we simply showed here some of the key
lots, the larger facilities.

MS. KING: And the S lot is the one
that's coming out?

MR. GEORGE: Yes, ma'am. This is your
largest --

CHAIRMAN REID: The S lot and the --

MS. KING: The S lot is the one that

they are definitely going to build on.
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CHAIRMAN REID: Yes, that one and also
the B and V lot?

MR. GEORGE: No, the Z lot is located
off Sherman Avenue.

CHAIRMAN REID: No, no, not zZ. V,
Victory.

MR. GEORGE: Yes.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Now here's what I
don't understand. If your plan is actually going to
come to fruition in regard to the renovation of
those properties that will then come on line, as
well as the fact that you're going to have increased
population and then you are anticipating decreased
parking, then I'd like to see how that would pan
out. I think that would give a more realistic
picture of the parking situation. That's one thing.

The other thing is, being a native
Washingtonian, I often have had cause to be on
Howard University campus for a sundry and various
reasons, and I know that at this point, if there is
some type of activity like homecoming or graduation
or performance or whatever, that parking is very
difficult.

I can see that that would cause a
problem -- that has caused a problem that needs to

be better mitigated. Now I think I applaud your
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initiative with the shuttle and with the off-line
parking.

MR. GEORGE: The parking shuttle, I
think -- the shuttle linking parking? Yes.

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes. However, my
suggestion would be in this regard that I'm not sure
that the general population is aware of it. If you
are doing something about it and you have this
mitigation of the parking problem, then I should
know about it, you know, as a D.C. resident as well
as -- I don't live far from there, and when I come
to an activity, then I should be aware of the fact
that there is something -- you have already provided
for my not getting frustrated with trying to find a
place to park, as well as incurring the ire of the
neighborhood residents when I park my car there.

So if you could structure a plan whereby
it is very clear to everyone in your marketing and
your signage, however you decide to do this, that
it's very apparent that there is a solution to the
parking problem, I think that would go a long ways
to diffuse that issue of parking there on the
campus .

MR. GEORGE: Just before I hand the mike
to Dr. Robinson, dissemination of information to

parkers or to visitors, to students as a whole,
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members of the campus community as a whole is
clearly an important part of the whole mitigation
measures, and optimizing the efficiency of access.

I think the appointment of what's
generally termed as a transportation coordinator who
would provide information to students, make sure
that maximum utilization is made of the facilities
that are there, as well as provide information to
visitors and others accessing the university, is a
key part.

Dr. Robinson.

MR. ROBINSON: Madam Chairperson, one of
the things that's happened over the past three years
is that we have pulled together campus police and
parking, and parking is now in our portfolio.

We approached the whole parking
situation with the same kind of work that we put
into the master plan. For major activities, those
who would come are advised in advance by mailings as
to how to handle parking.

For homecoming last year, we had several
mailings to people from around this nation, 35,000
mailing, telling them where to park at Howard.

Also, we're getting a lot better with informing the
parking end users as to how to use Howard

University. But as with the community, the whole
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communication issue is very important to us, and
that's what we're trying to -- as Mr. George says,
we're trying to improve.

CHAIRMAN REID: Notwithstanding a
suggestion that was made by Mr. Parsons and that was
upheld by Mr. Bastida to include in your future plan
some provision for addressing that problem, and
especially when you bring on line those commercial
entities that will generate even more traffic and
parking 24 hours for the super computer lab that
you're going to have there.

MR. BASTIDA: Also, Madam Chairperson,
we'll have to look into the availability of parking
for special events, that they don't coincide with
the normal operation of the University and the
normal demand for parking, because it could be that
there are different times or when the University is
in a break and so on.

Accordingly, the demand for the regular
amount of parking is not as great or could not be as
great as normally. So the addition of parking --
The so called additional parking can then be
accommodated in those spaces. I'm not saying that
that's the case, but that is a possibility that the
applicant might want to address.

CHATRMAN REID: Okay.
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MS. KING: I have another question. On
page 6 of your study there's an asterisk that says
parking fees for Howard University Hospital are
different than those for the faculty and staff,
ordinary faculty and staff.

Now my understanding is that anyone in
A-2 which are anticipated to absorb at least 300-
and-some of the parkers from the destruction of
parking lot S -- It's going to cost them more to
park there. 1Is that not correct?

MR. ROBINSON: There was a time when
Howard University Hospital had been pulled away from
the University in terms of management and had its
own Board of Trustees. 1In the fall of 1995 that was
reversed, and Howard University is integral --
Howard University Hospital is as integral to Howard
University as our other parts of our properties.

Just as on July 1, the Howard University
Hospital security force has been melded with the
campus police force, we're going to do the same
thing with parking. It's going to take some
negotiation in terms of their qualifications and pay
scales, but in about a year they are going to be
equalized.

So that parking --

MS. KING: So at the moment they pay
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less. 1Is that what you're saying?

MR. ROBINSON: I don't know what they
pay, but my point is that they're going to come
within the Howard University parking system, all of
the parking for Howard University Hospital.

MR. PARSONS: I had another question.
Are you done?

MS. KING: Yes.

MR. PARSONS: The Advisory Neighborhood
Commission was suggesting that we make a condition
or you make a commitment that those streets within
the campus would be closed. Have you got a reaction
to that?

MS. GIORDANO: We did actually provide a
written response to all of the conditions that the
community requested. At this time, I'll ask Mr.
Stillwell to -- Why don't we hand that out? But
basically, with regard to that particular issue, we
decided not to make that commitment.

It's just too far into the future. It
really is outside, our feeling is, of the scope of
this campus plan. There are many and varied reasons
why a neighborhood commission might request a street
or alley closing where they own all the abutting
property for security, other type reasons.

We don't have any current plan to file
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any applications for street closings, but the
University is unwilling at this time to commit
itself that it definitely will not do that in the
future.

MR. PARSONS: Well, are all of the
streets within the campus public streets?

MR. ROBINSON: No.

MR. PARSONS: Yes and no?

MR. ROBINSON: No. If I may, Mr.
Parsons, in the fall of 1997, we had organized over
a period of 18 months the petitions and the
approvals to take responsibility for various streets
on the campus, Fairmont, Girard, 6th and Howard
Place.

There were people who had to give
approvals, that it took us six months to find, but
we found them all, and we had approvals. It was
approved by the Office of the Surveyor, gas,
electric, fire department, police, about 40
different approvals.

Then we went to NCPC and we achieved
their approval. The Mayor promulgated a bill that
went to the City Council, and the President pulled
that bill back because there was opposition from our
students at that time and from the community.

That bill is alive for two years, should
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we choose to go back with it. The notion of street
and alley closing is at best inflammatory. It's
called Street and Alley Closing Act.

Howard University now has control of two
streets, Howard Place between 4th and 6th in front
of Founders Library, and Bryant Street between 4th
and 6th. Bryant Street is maintained as a one-way
street east from 6th, two ways from 6th to Georgia
Avenue.

So those two blocks are, in fact -- come
under the Street and Alley Closing Act. It was
never our intention to close those streets or to
deny access to our campus. We currently have much
private property that is, obviously, in Kassel and
Frye's 1935 gates and fences. It's a totally open
public space, and we take great pride that the space
is open to all people.

MR. PARSONS: So even though these
streets have been closed, the only thing that's
really occurred is that you've got the maintenance
problem?

MR. ROBINSON: We have the maintenance
problem. We have responsibility for them.

MS. GIORDANO: Which the city welcomes.
In many cases with these street and alley closings,

I just want to note for the record that the process
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to close a street or alley in the city is very
cumbersome. In fact, it's a recent focus of the
Control Board and the Omnibus Regulatory Reform Act.

A street or alley, no matter how small
the alley is, has to be closed by legislative act of
the City Council, and for instances where a street
igs -- or an alley is larger or is not abutted by
properties that are totally within the control of
the person applying for the street or alley closing,
there's a public hearing reguirement.

First, the application goes through an
administrative agency review, and the standard is
whether the street or alley is necessary for any
public purpose. So if DPW or the city determines
that there is a necessary public use to keep open
that that street or alley serves, it cannot be
closed. That's the legislative standard.

So it's not something that could happen
overnight or without public notice, and certainly,
if the University were going to initiate a process
like that, we have indicated that we would provide
advance notice to the community groups in the area.

MR. PARSONS: In sum then, during the
period of this plan you don't anticipate petitioning
the city to close an alley or street?

MS. GIORDANO: We don't have any current
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intention to file any applications, but we are not
saying that it wouldn't happen. It could happen --

MR. PARSONS: Well, how under this
master plan that we're looking at, campus plan that
we're looking at, would that occur? I don't see
anyplace on here that would require that.

MS. GIORDANO: Right. The master plan
does not contemplate it, but the zoning regulations
don't require that the master plan provide an
indication of that. That's not a zoning
requirement.

The zoning regulations speak to proposed
improvements, to landscaping, to other issues.

There is not a provision that specifically addresses
street or alley closings. Is that responsive to
your question? I think that's what you were asking.

MR. PARSONS: Well, let me ask, is the
building 201, which is the Health Sciences Library,
going to require any street and alley closings?

MS. GIORDANO: No.

MR. PARSONS: 1Is the building of the
Interdisciplinary Science and Technology Center
going to require it?

MS. GIORDANO: No.

MR. PARSONS: So your answer to this

guestion makes me nervous, but unnecessarily so.
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MS. GIORDANO: I think so. I think
people commonly think of street and alley closings
as a means of converting public property to private
property in order to derive some kind of an FAR
benefit or some kind of development right, and
that's not been the nature of the types of street
and alley closings that the University has initiated
in the past.

It's more -- The purpose has been to
achieve some measure of control over the street, not
for building purposes but for purposes of providing
open space.

MR. BASTIDA: 1If I may, the Board
directly has a control over it, because the
University has put into the record the amount of
development FAR that they presently have and that
they can achieve.

If they were going to close the streets,
their FAR would increase, and that would be an
amendment and a further processing of the campus
plan by which they would have to come in front of
the Board.

So even though indirectly the
regulations doesn't address it, because of the
series of documents in front of you, the Board

retains authority, review and approval over those.
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MS. GIORDANO: All that's contemplated
in this plan is a net increase of 386,000 square
feet of new development, and also just let me
mention that, if you look at the FAR figures that
Dr. Edwards quoted a little while ago, the
difference between what's allowable FAR on the
campus, average allowable FAR, and what is being
proposed, there's a wide spread there.

The University certainly doesn't need to
close streets or alleys for FAR purposes.

MR. ROBINSON: Ms. Giordano, correct me,
but as I recall the street and alley legislation,
the streets and alleys still belong in this case to
the city government, and we have to have them open,
if in fact they were to be closed, to maintain that
status. I'm not convinced that we
could even include that in our FAR calculations.

MR. PARSONS: Thank you.

CHATRMAN REID: Okay. Does that
conclude your presentation?

MS. GIORDANO: We just have one other
matter. I'm just going to ask Mr. Stillwell very
briefly to discuss the efforts that the University
has made with the community, specifically for the
purpose of reviewing -- I'm going to submit for the

record an updated log of those meetings.
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MR. STILLWELL: Thank you. Good
afternoon. For the record, I'm Garland Stillwell
with Linowes and Blocher.

Very briefly, the University
presentation team consists of primarily Dr. Edwards
and me, in addition to Ms. Maybelle Bennett from our
University Community Association, Mr. Osborne George
regarding some of the traffic issues we've
addressed.

We've met over the past few months with
ANC-1-B, 5-C, the Ledroit Park Civic Association,
the Bloomingdale Civic Association, as well as the
Pleasant Plains Civic Association, and we have
submitted copies of the campus plan to the
aforementioned groups as well as to the urban
partnership strategy area committee.

In addition, District of Columbia
Councilman Frank Smith has been fully briefed on the
central campus plan components, and he has been in
attendance to many of these ANC and civic
association meetings.

The list that has been passed out, which
is an update to an exhibit already in the record,
tracks or logs the various meetings and in some
instances where the ANC took action, the date that

those actions were taken.
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This list encompasses approximately 20
meetings which took the form of three different
forms. First were meetings that the University was
invited to make a presentation at, either at ANC or
civic association meeting.

The second form, which is the May 30th
session, was an all-day work session sponsored by
the University for the express purpose of giving a
more fuller presentation of the central campus plan.
For the preparation for this work session, over 700
invitations were sent to the area ANC/civic
association leadership, as well as the surrounding
property owners.

CHATIRMAN REID: How many?

MR. STILLWELL: Seven hundred. For that
whole day on Saturday, from approximately 9:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. in the afternoon, we went through in
detail, much more detail than we have presented
here, the various components, and we presented
ourselves for questions and comments from citizens
in attendance.

The third forum -- Oh, in addition,
during that May 30th session we added a component in
which we had breakouts where the public in
attendance broke out into their various either civic

association group, and they presented issues
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regarding the central campus plan that were germane
to their particular community.

After this breakout session, all the
groups came back, and the members of the public,
those representatives -- You know, we reversed the
role. Instead of the University making the
presentation, a representative from that community
group made the presentation as to their concerns
regarding the central campus plan.

We were able to find out that there are
a lot of issues of common concern regarding the
plan. That was one of the reasons why -- which led
to Mr. Osborne George's traffic mitigation study
which was commented on earlier.

So these forums provided a lot of
feedback for the University to follow up with
regards to the discussion and to respond to issues
raised by the citizens, but to take it a step
further, a third forum was organized which is
referenced as a campus plan focus group.

That was a forum that was also sponsored
by the University, and was really conducted by Dr.
Hazel Edwards, and I was in attendance at all these
meetings, and the invitation list was to the
leadership of the ANC and civic associations from

surrounding areas.
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We used these forums to really go into
more detail regarding either prior presentations
made to the respective groups or to give the
leadership a preview of anticipated presentations.
We used this forum also to again respond or to
follow up to issues raised at prior meetings.

We were able to address a number of
issues raised by the citizens over the course of our
presentation schedule. I think the end result, as
Ms. Giordano will explain in her presentation, is
that we were able to address a lot of issues that we
feel the citizens and the ANCs were able to agree
with the University on, and you will also hear from
the citizens regarding their position. But we think
it really helped smooth out a lot of the details
prior to this particular forum.

So having said that, the only other
thing I might want to add is that copies of the plan
were made available to the public at the Watha
Daniels Public Library at Rhode Island Avenue and
7th Street, and Hazel and I have been -- have made
ourselves available to respond to questions or
concerns throughout the entire course of this
presentation schedule.

This schedule probably does not even

reflect the meetings that Mr. George has had with
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the citizens and going over their traffic concerns.

So I say all this to emphasize that the
University has taken great strides in making itself
available to respond to the issues and to understand
the issues that the citizens have.

As an example, one of the very first
meetings we had with the Ledroit Park Civic
Association the issue was raised in regards to the
ownership of the Mary Church Terrell house at 326 T
Street. As a result of that first meeting, we
forwarded that information to University officials.
A title report was done, and a decision was recently
made that the property was properly conveyed to the
University and the University will accept ownership.

So these forums have been productive.
We've used them to resolve issues. With that,
unless there are any questions regarding the
submission, this concludes my presentation, and I'll
turn the mike over to Ms. Giordano.

MS. GIORDANO: I'm just going to go
ahead and conclude our presentation at this time. I
have as part of the Executive Summary starting on
page 9 and going through to page 11 a description or
an outline of the various zoning regulation
requirements with regard to campus plans and how the

Howard University campus plan meets those
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requirements.

What I'd like to do is go ahead and
conclude our presentation now, and ask if at the
end, if there are issues that are raised by the
community that require a response from us, that we
respond at that time.

CHAIRMAN REID: I know also, in regard
to Mr. Stillwell's presentation, we always like to
see that type of effort, and we applaud your working
with the community to try to diffuse any concerns
that they had and to have a continuing, ongoing
conversation with them and communicating with them,
so that once you were made aware of what the areas
of their concerns were, that you made some effort to
try to address them. We very much appreciate that.

MR. STILLWELL: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: Now the time is now
about one o'clock. So I think that what we'll do is
to have the cross-examination and then prior to
going into the other segments of the case have a
recess for about 30 minutes, and then we'll resume
after that, unless there is any objection from any
of the Board members. Okay.

All right, cross-examination, parties in
the case as well as the ANC representatives. Ms.

Giordano, may I ask -- Oh, okay.
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MR. GUYOT: Madam Chairman, there is
simply so much of a different story on the same set
of facts that we will simply make a counter-
presentation to begin cross-examination --

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Mr. Guyot,
identify yourself for the record, please.

MR. GUYOT: My name is Lawrence Guyot.
I'm the Chairman of ANC-1-B.

CHAIRMAN REID: Address?

MR. GUYOT: Home address, 507 U Street,

Madam Chairman, there is so much we've
heard that is untrue. We will go on the record on
that. I think it would be -- It would do the
commission an offense to begin cross-examination.

CHATRMAN REID: So you have no cross-
examination questions?

MR. GUYOT: I don't.

CHAIRMAN REID: Thank you.

MR. NORMAN: Tony Norman from the
Pleasant Plains Civic Association. And, yes, I do
have some cross-examination.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay.

MR. NORMAN: 1I'd like to direct my
guestions basically to Ms. Giordano. Now Mr.

Parsons asked you the question in regard to the
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advisory council, and you responded by saying we're
not quite sure of what sort of mechanism we're going
to set up in terms of that.

Now it's my understanding that the
University has committed itself to setting up an
advisory council.

MS. GIORDANO: We have, and I think I
was addressing the question -- I think Mr. Parsons
was asking me whether this would be part of the
duties and ongoing efforts that have been made by
the community association that's headed up by Ms.
Bennett; and I said that we have not -- I think that
there is going to be some continuation of the focus
group that exists now, but I think that the
community association will, as time goes on and we
get further away from the campus plan, probably take
more of a role in these meetings, because that is
their function.

MR. NORMAN: We just want -- It's a
simple statement -- to state. The University is
committed to setting up an advisory council.

MS. GIORDANO: Absolutely.

MR. NORMAN: We understand the purpose -

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. All right now,

she answered that question. Next, please.
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MR. NORMAN: Okay. My next question was
in regard to Mr. George, the traffic consultant.

In regards to this chart that you
submitted about the different various universities
and the parking prices that the universities charge,
was there any mitigation in regard to the location
of parking; because sometime the price is determined
where the particular place is located.

For instance, George Washington and
other universities are located in different areas.
It's going to require higher parking, as well as
Howard University which you know what sort of
environment Howard lives in.

So is there any mitigation in regard to
those type of considerations in doing the chart
about the parking comparison?

MR. GEORGE: Mitigation -- We provided
the information on various settings. We had George
Washington University, which is in the core of the
urban area, as you know. We also provided for
Catholic University, which is perhaps more outlying,
certainly more outlying than Howard University, as
well as American University.

So we have not taken any action as far
as those numbers. We haven't made any

recommendations to the University regarding changing
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their pricing structure. Dr. Robinson has indicated
some of the University's plans as far as the
consolidation of the hospital and academic campus
parking. However, that information was presented
solely for that purpose, for information.

I think we know the locations of the
universities, and the location is a consideration.

MR. NORMAN: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Sir, this portion
for the cross-examination is for those persons who
have party status, the ANCs or those that requested
party status. Could your concern be expressed
through your ANC, or your guestion?

MR. HILL: Well, it's just a simple
guestion.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. I understand
that, but procedurally it would have to come through
the ANC. Could you direct it to the ANC? Would you
like to do that?

MR. GUYOT: Madam Chairman, he's a
member of -- one of the leaders of the --

CHATIRMAN REID: You have to come to the
microphone.

MR. GUYOT: Mr. James Hill is one of the
leaders of the Ledroit Park Civic Association, one

of the more active members. If possible --



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

144

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, the only thing --

MR. BASTIDA: He can request, based on
that information.

CHATRMAN REID: Yes. He has not
requested party status.

MR. BASTIDA: And then he can cross-
examine.

CHAIRMAN REID: If he would like to then
identify yourself and then request party status, and
then you would be afforded the opportunity to ask to
cross-examine. We didn't know what your status was.

MR. HILL: My name is James Hill. I
live at 414 T Street. I do request party status
through--

CHATRMAN REID: Based on?

MR. HILL: On Mr. Osborne's report.

CHAIRMAN REID: No, no. Based on --
What is the basis for us granting you the party
status?

MR. BASTIDA: Member of which?

MR. HILL: I'm a member of the Ledroit
Park Civic Association.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Excuse me, sir.
Are you testifying in reference -- I mean, will you

be testifying on your own or as a member
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representing --

MR. HILL: As a representative.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: We will need a
letter of authorization for you to file later.

CHAIRMAN REID: In other words, we need
from your organization some verification of your
being the one authorized to represent them today,
but we'll allow you to proceed as long as you will
subsequently submit us with that.

MR. HILL: Okay.

CHAIRMAN REID: It's just procedure,
just technicalities.

MS. KING: Do you live within -- You
don't live within 200 yards or whatever -- feet of
the campus?

MR. HILL: I live within 100 feet of the

campus .

MS. KING: Then he can have party status
for himself. He doesn't -- if he lives within 100
feet.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: The 200 foot rule
is not an automatic party status.

MS. KING: Oh, okay.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: It is a
presumption of party if you live within that 200

foot. The test is whether you're affected or
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aggrieved by a certain situation, and then the Board
makes a determination on whether -- It appears at
this point the Board has determined that, of course,
you're entitled to party status, and you will be
representing your civic association.

CHAIRMAN REID: We are going to grant
you party status. So you now may cross-examine.

MR. HILL: I have a question I wanted to
ask Mr. Osborne.

During the presentations to the Ledroit
Park Civic Association, I requested that you also
provide us with an air quality study, because we --
with those new buildings being placed there in the
parking lot there at Georgia Avenue, the Ledroit
Park will face an increased flow of traffic. 1It's
inevitable.

CHAIRMAN REID: You have to contain
your- -

MR. HILL: Well, my question is that
will we receive those air quality studies that we
requested?

CHAIRMAN REID: Exactly.

MR. GEORGE: Air gquality is outside of
our area of expertise. We would normally provide
the data, which indeed we are in the process of

collecting, as far as traffic volumes and speeds in
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the area, and that data is available to the
University.

We ourselves do not do air quality
studies.

MS. GIORDANO: I will raise that
guestion with the University officials and get back
to the gentleman directly.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay.

MR. HILL: Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN REID: Ma'am?

MS. SALES: My name is Brenda Sales, and
I represent two vending organizations in the city,
and I've also sat on two Mayor's task force on
vending.

CHAIRMAN REID: Two vending?

MS. SALES: Associations. I'm here in
behalf of Howard University vendors that vend on é6th
Street. That's my main reason for coming.

CHAIRMAN REID: Are you requesting party
status?

MS. SALES: Well, this is -- Well --

CHAIRMAN REID: No, no, no. You have
opportunity to be able to testify. This is the
cross-examination.

MS. SALES: Well, that's the main reason

why I wanted to address one of the issues which was
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raised about street closings.

CHAIRMAN REID: I don't know. I don't
think that she can be given party status.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Well, ma'am, you
would have to enumerate on your exact interest and
how you are directly affected or aggrieved by this.
Part of the concern, the problem is we requested
those who are interested in seeking party status to
identify themselves at the beginning of the hearing.

It's a very cumbersome process as we Jgo
on, if we keep adding people into the party status,
but of course, we certainly don't want to foreclose
anybody from their rights either.

So if you could give an explanation as
to how you're directly affected or --

MS. SALES: Well, there are a number of
vendors that work on 6th Street in front of Crampton
Auditorium, and they are quite concerned about that
street being closed; because Howard has applied to
have that street closed several times in the past,
as I understand it. As recently as less than six
months ago was the last time they requested.

Initially, about two or three years ago,
there were maybe 23 vendors at Howard University,
and now that number is down to about three or four,

because of widespread vendor displacement.
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If, in fact, Howard University does get
control of 6th Street or some of the other streets
that were named in that larger boundary area, then
their livelihoods will be impacted significantly by
those street closings.

CHAIRMAN REID: I thought that in the
testimony it was that --

MS. GIORDANO; I was going to note that
the campus plan does not propose any street
closings.

CHATIRMAN REID: It's now already
established within the testimony today that they do
not have any immediate plan to close 6th Street.

MS. SALES: I heard what they said, but
that's not consistent with what some of the vendors,
as well as the representatives of the civic
organizations, that Howard has indicated.

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, I understand that.
However, I think that your question has been
answered. MS. SALES: Will that be
issued to the vendors in writing or --

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, you have public
access to the testimony that was given today. And
this is why we establish records, for that purpose.

MS. SALES: All right. Thank you very

much.
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MR. IMHOFF: Hello. I'm Gary Imhoff,
ANC-1-B08. And, Ms. Reid, my understanding of
Howard's commitment is not the same as yours.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Well, this is

cross-examination time, and then you will have --

150

MR. IMHOFF: And that's why I'd like to

ask that. In our conversations --
MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Excuse me, sir.
You have to request party status. I mean, that's
MR. IMHOFF: I'm with the ANC.

MR. BASTIDA: No, you are not.

CHAIRMAN REID: Are you the Chairperson

of the ANC?

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: The ANC has
already spoken. If you are with the ANC, the ANC
has decided not to cross and to --

MR. GUYOT: 1I'll change my position.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: We need to have
unified one voice from the ANC.

CHAIRMAN REID: So if you --

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: You can request
an individual.

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, I think that I
would rather see it done through your ANC

chairperson, who happens to be here. If you have

as
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qguestion, let it be through him, even though he had
initially --

MR. GUYOT: When a member of my
commission tells me to indirectly change my
position, I change my position. What's the
guestion?

MR. IMHOFF: The question --

CHAIRMAN REID: No. No, you -- Tell him
so that he can do it, and don't --

MR. IMHOFF: Mr. Guyot, during out
conversations with Howard University they have
stated that, in fact, while they have no immediate
plan to proceed with a street closing request, they
have plans to do it next year. Just does Howard
University have any plans within the terms of this
ten-year campus plan to proceed with its request for
street closings?

CHAIRMAN REID: Wait. Is that the same
guestion we just addressed? That is basically the
same question that has just been raised by the
previous cross-examiner. So we don't want to be
redundant. They have made a statement that
contained within this campus plan, there are no --
there is no provision -- there are no plans for any
street closings. That's on the record.

MR. GUYOT: Madam Chairman --
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MS. GIORDANO: But what I said -- I want
to make sure that it's clear --

CHATRMAN REID: But that's the answer to
the question. Now we can then go to the testimony
segment.

MR. GUYOT: Let's go to the testimony
segment.

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes, but at this
juncture the guestion has been answered. Whether
you agree with it or you like it or dislike it, that
is the answer. Then we have to proceed to the next
part.

MR. GUYOT: 1I'm going to go right to the
testimony on this specific issue.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay.

MR. GUYOT: Mr. Parsons --

MR. BASTIDA: No, but this is not a
testimony time. You have to wait for your testimony
time.

MR. GUYOT: No, but I'm -- This is
cross-examination on testimony given by Mr.
Robinson.

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, yes. Do you have
a question?

MR. BASTIDA: You can cross-examine, but

you cannot testify.
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CHAIRMAN REID: You have --

MR. GUYOT: Yes. Yes.

CHAIRMAN REID: All right.

MR. GUYOT: Mr. Robinson, Mr. Parsons
asked you would there be any street closing by
Howard University during the pendency of this ten-
year period, and your response was --

MR. ROBINSON: You have a question, what

did I say?

MR. GUYOT: You did not say no, did you,
sir?

MR. ROBINSON: No, I did not.

MR. GUYOT: That's all we got to say.

MS. GIORDANO: And what I said was --

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Excuse me. For
the record, could we have -- Dean Robinson, could we
have you -- We weren't able to actually -- I want to

make sure we have this on the record.

CHAIRMAN REID: Speak into the mike,

please.

MR. ROBINSON: Mr. Guyot asked me what
my response was to Mr. Parsons, and Mr. Parsons
asked me a question, did we have plans -- just a

guestion, did we have plans to close during the ten-
year plan.

We now currently do not have plans to
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close these streets. We never had plans to close
the streets. We had a request before the City
Council to grant us responsibility for the streets,
their maintenance, their direction, etcetera,
etcetera, etcetera.

Howard University has never closed a
street that it has responsibility for. It is an
open place for all manner of pedestrian
transportation and all manner authority. So it's
absurd that we would close streets to exclude people
from our campus.

CHAIRMAN REID: All right. At this
point we are going to recess for 30 minutes. We
will resume at 1:45.

(Whereupon, the foregoing matter went

off the record at 1:12 p.m.)
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AFTERNOON S ESSION
Time: 2:01 p.m.

CHAIRMAN REID: We will now resume the
afternoon session. We will now resume with the
government reports. First, we will hear from the
Office of Planning, Mr. Bastida.

MR. BASTIDA: Good afternoon, Madam
Chairperson. For the record, my name is Alberto
Bastida with the Office of Planning. The Office of
Planning submitted its report on July 8th.

The Office of Planning submitted a
fairly extensive report. All the information
provided in the report, basically all the
information is -- It has been already put forth by
the applicant.

Accordingly, I will not go into our
report very extensively. I would only proceed to
basically read our recommendation and the conditions
attached to that report.

The Office of Planning had reviewed the
1998 campus plan submitted by Howard University. In
our opinion, the University has gone to considerable
effort to produce a comprehensive analysis of the
existing campus as well as a thoughtful and
exemplary vision for its future planning and

development.
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The 1998 plan meets the requirements of
the zoning regulations. The Office of Planning
recommends approval of that plan with the following
conditions:

Condition number 1: The plan shall be
as shown in the bound document titled "UniverCity
20/20, Howard University 1998, Central Campus Plan."

2: Approval of the central campus plan
shall be for a time period extended to the year 2007
or until such time prior to the year 2007 that the
Board determines conditions warrant submission of an
updated plan.

3: The University shall submit a
special exception application to the Board for each
structured addition to an existing structure which
the University proposes to construct on the campus
over the life of the plan.

That condition is not necessary, because
the zoning regulations requires it, but I wanted to
put it on the record to put emphasis on it. So the
Board could put a condition or not, but the
regulations require that, in any event.

MS. KING: And you mean just an addition
to an existing structure, not the adaptive reuse of
an existing structure?

MR. BASTIDA: The adaptive reuse to an
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existing structure, changes the use of the
structure, accordingly have to be in front of the
Board.

MS. KING: But only if it changes the
use?

MR. BASTIDA: That's right. An adaptive
reuse means change of use in planning terminology.

MS. KING: Okay. Right.

MR. BASTIDA: 4: Student enrollment
over the life of the plan shall not exceed 12,000.
Faculty and staff shall not exceed 1,777 and 3,494,
respectively. The staff shall not exceed 2,185.

Condition Number 5 : The University
shall establish a Howard University Advisory Council
composed of representatives of the University,
affected advisory and neighborhood commissions and
civic associations surrounding the campus.

The University shall convene meetings of
the Advisory Council on at least a biennial basis.

Number 6: The University will work with
the community on any implementations of the traffic
mitigation measures recommended by the O0.R. George &
Associates, if such measures are deemed desirable by
a consensus of the affected community groups.

That concludes my presentation, and I

will try to answer any questions you might have.
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Thank you.

Oh, to go -- Regarding the parking
inquiries the Board has been making regarding the
proposed building, that will be earmarked to be in
front of the Board in November.

The Board has to make a decision on the
campus plan, and if the Board believes that the
campus plan fulfills the requirements of
regulations, the Board can adopt a master plan and
then when we have the further processing of the
buildings that, in fact, eliminates that parking
lot, then the applicant will have the burden of
proof to make sure that they can provide the
required parking, even though they are eliminating X
number of parking spaces.

So the Board will have another look at
that, and that will be specifically in front of the
Board, which is not presently in front of the Board.

That concludes my presentation. Thank
you.

CHAIRMAN REID: Thank you, Mr. Bastida.
Is there any cross-examination for Mr. Bastida?
Okay, there is one other submission that comes to us
from Department of Public Works in which they
basically contend that they have not had --

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Madam Chair, you
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need to waive this, get it into the report.

CHAIRMAN REID: That's where I'm going.

They have not had adequate time to
prepare the report. So, therefore, they ask that
there be a continuation -- or they be given
additional time in order to get their report in.
So, therefore, obviously, they would have to have a
waiver, which I would grant to them, and the report
would be forthcoming.

MR. BASTIDA: Madam Chairperson, if you
so desire, you can state on the record which day.
You can put a time certain that DPW would have to
provide that report to you.

CHATIRMAN REID: Okay. They have
requested a three-week extension, and that would
then be what?

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: August 5th.

CHAIRMAN REID: August 5th would be the
date certain that we would want to have that report
in by.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: For the record,
I'd just like to indicate that this project was
referred to DPW from this office in March 16th of
this year. The concern, I think, arises from a
supplemental part of the application that was

dealing directly with the traffic survey.
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So DPW has had opportunity to look at
part of it but not all of it. So they have some
information and, hopefully, with Mr. Osborne --

MR. GEORGE: Osborne George.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: -- Mr. George's
study, this will provide them with the rest of the
information that they can then provide the Board
with a comprehensive report.

CHAIRMAN REID: Very well. All right,
we now move to --

MS. BAILEY: Madam Chair, there is
another report, and that is in your package, and
it's from the Department of Housing and Community
Development.

MS. KING: Oh, vyes.

CHAIRMAN REID: Where is it? There is
another report from the Department of Housing and
Community Development in which they are in support
of this project, and they state in part in their
letter of April 28th that DHCD's support of the

application is based on the statement by the

applicant's attorney, Ms. Giordano, in her letter of

April 2nd that the boundary area description gquoted
in its entirety in the letter is the specific area
owned by Howard University and is the boundary

description that should be used for future notices
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for the 1998 central campus master plan.

They contend that the exception can be
granted without substantially impairing the intent,
purpose and integrity of the zone plan, as provided
in the zoning regulations and maps.

So they are in support of.

MS. KING: I think it's important to
note that not all of the properties within the
boundaries belong to Howard University. I don't
know if that was a misunderstanding, but there are
some little enclaves, the white bits, that aren't
quads and so forth that do belong to other people.

CHAIRMAN REID: I think that is what
cased some confusion with DHCD initially, the fact
that they were not clear on just that issue. Once
it was clarified, they then weighed in in support of
the application.

We now move to the ANC report.

MR. GUYOT: Madam Chairman, my name is
Lawrence Guyot. I am the Chairman of ANC-A-B. I'd
like to present --

CHATRMAN REID: Address, please.

MR. GUYOT: 507 U Street, N.W.

I'd like to enter into the record four
letters from members of the City Council, and I'd

like to read two of them.
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CHAIRMAN REID: Mr. Guyot, I think that
we -- Is it from Frank Smith and Cathy Schwartz?

MR. GUYOT: Carole Schwartz and Linda
Cropp.

CHAIRMAN REID: I'm sorry, Carole
Schwartz, Frank Smith --

MR. GUYOT: Linda Cropp and Sandra
Allen.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. I don't have the
one in my package from Allen or Cropp.

MS. KING: Neither do I.

CHAIRMAN REID: So can you submit that
for the record?

MR. GUYOT: Yes.

CHAIRMAN REID: We've read the first two
from Carole Schwartz and Frank Smith.

MR. GUYOT: Madam Chairman, two of those
four letters go to the question of parking. I think
the three most important areas that we would like
for the Board of Zoning Adjustment to address itself
to is the establishment of a committee that is
ongoing, that is representative, because without
that we are simply doomed.

Mr. Robinson is at this moment
campaigning to close streets. So unless you give us

justice on the question of the street closing, I
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guaranty you streets will be closed.

We did not make this decision lightly.
We've faced this before. The city attempted -- The
University attempted to close those streets, Mr.
Parsons, and we had to go to the Mayor, Linda Cropp
and Frank Smith and get them to remove their
support. Then and only then was the decision made
by the University to withdraw it.

That is an ongoing commitment. Mr.
Parsons, I'm going to remind you, Mr. Robinson, when
you asked him were streets to be closed in the
period of this plan, he did not say no. When I
asked had he said no, he then said it.

I think there is a fundamental
difference, and I think what we are asking -- We
support the plan, but we cannot in good conscience
simply turn over the fate of our community to an
institution.

I mean, right now we expect the
abolition of rent control, and it to have serious
impact on the renovation and the rehabilitation of
housing that's now being done in the Howard area.

We are faced with the existence of act
Number 12355 to establish the National Capital
Revitalization Corporation, which will allow that

nine-member group to come into Ledroit Park and find
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blight and capture those properties by eminent
domain. So unless we have a body that
is representative of the student government, the
ANCs, and the civic associations to be able to
protect our interests, this commission, this
adjustment body, would be dooming us to predatory
practices by the University.

Let's be very clear. The activities
done by the University in support of reaching out to
the ANCs and civic associations is laudatory, but we
met with them. Mr. Nyarku is a private citizen in
this meeting. Mr. Hill was here. Jonathan Huto was
here, and we instructed them that you will not
simply deal with the ANC. You will have to deal
with the ANC, civic associations and with the
student government.

We want the student government to be a
part of any ongoing leading. We need action on the
street closings, because otherwise I can guaranty
you, street closings will occur.

The parking situation -- I think we lost
500 parking spaces, and that's by Howard's
admission. There just has to be some solution to
that.

We realize that there is the -- The

thing that I find interesting about the Office of
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Planning's report: If we leave here with an
understanding that the University, ANC, civic
associations, student government organization is to
meet every two years, it need not exist.

CHAIRMAN REID: I thought it was twice a
year.

MR. GUYOT: Biennially. Well, I'm
simply saying unless there are monthly meetings, we
can't deal with the town and gown friction that is
ongoing, perpetual, and we're trying to do something
about that.

I think it's very significant that, when
we were faced with a similar problem with the
Historic Preservation Review Board, they were
sensitive enough to make a decision in support of
the Fannie Mae/Howard University housing initiative,
but at the same time put in the kind of safeguards
that the community needed. I urge that you do that,
because you would put us at a tremendous
disadvantage if you did not.

We need to deal with the parking. We
need to do deal with an ongoing committee that has
teeth, and it is representative, to simply -- and we
need to understand that it is the policy of Mr.
Robinson to close streets.

For the University to say that they will
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notify the ANC, well, that's an act done by -- and
Mr. Robinson and I agree on this -- by the City
Council. We need not have to re-fight that fight.
If that's not done, I plead that you do something.

CHATIRMAN REID: Thank you, Mr. Guyot.

MR. IMHOFF: Good afternoon. I'm Gary
Imhoff, ANC-1-B08. My address is 1327 Girard
Street, N.W.

I'd like to start by complimenting the
legislators who put this process into place, because
the central campus plan, I think, has acted as a
spur to more interaction and productive interaction
between the University and the surrounding
communities than has occurred, I think, in the three
decades since I was a student at Howard.

The central campus plan actually had
very few controversial elements to it, and I think
the advisory neighborhood commissions, not just ours
but also the others that were involved, and the
community organizations had very few disagreements
with it.

We did have a few conditions that we
would like to see in the plan and, in fact, through
the series of community meetings Howard University
has agreed to most of those.

There have been many community meetings.
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They have been productive, and as I told Mr.
Stillwell, I think he should go back to Linowes and
Blocher and point out to them that, in fact, they
can bill just as much being cooperative and going to
all the community meetings as having litigation.

The few points that were made, I think,
for you, you have already brought up in your
perceptive questions this morning. The first
guestion that I noted that you asked about was about
the community advisory council.

There are a few questions that remain
with that. Just within the past couple of weeks,
Howard has, in fact, committed to making that an
official project rather than an unofficial pursuit,
and to calling the meetings itself and to endorsing
it.

I applaud that. There is still more
work that remains to be done in shaping that. The
guestion that was asked today about who's
responsibility it would be within Howard University,
I think, is a very good one.

At one of our latest meetings which Ms.
Giordano was not at, the community did raise some
concerns about whether, in fact, that advisory
council would be marginalized by simply having Ms.

Bennett assume responsibility for it and having her
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being shunted aside as the person who has to waste
her time dealing with community crazies.

In fact, we would like to have a bit
higher level responsibility at the University with
someone who would be able to say I can speak for the
University and make some decisions for the
University attending those meetings and having --
being a University representative to it.

Secondly, the question was asked about
commercial development on Georgia Avenue. That was
something that was of great concern to the advisory
neighborhood commission. We are glad that Howard
has made the commitment to that, that it has in its
July 8th letter, which I believe should be part of
your package -- I think the one difference that
remains in emphasis -- Dean Robinson said that he
was not interested in anymore eating establishments
or restaurants on lower Georgia Avenue.

I am not sure that the community and the
students and staff of Howard University wouldn't be
interested in the greater diversity and an upgrading
of eating establishments that are available in that
neighborhood.

Finally, the most important difference
that does remain is, I think, on the street closing

issue. If Howard's interest is, as it states in
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this July 8th letter, simply to take responsibility
for the streets, to assist in their maintenance,
their landscaping, etcetera, then that can be done
without any application for street closing.

It can be done through the same sort of
cooperation that a BID, a business improvement
district, gives to the city, without taking any
title to the street or requesting any street
closing.

The street closing -- Many, many
rationales have been given for it in different
meetings with the community over the past several
years, among them security of the students. Now
unless the streets are actually closed, I don't see
how Howard having responsibility for maintaining the
streets increases security for the students.

One of the reasons that was given that
concerned Ms. Sales, who spoke earlier today as a
vendor, was that Howard wanted to be able to control

vending on its campus and to have title to the

public streets so that -- which would no longer be
public. So that vending could not be done on those
streets.

There are several other rationales that
have been given, all of which have caused conflict

with the community. I do believe that a commitment
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-- If we take the one sentence in the July 8th
letter -- "Howard University is fully committed to
an open environment, free of restriction and
movement of its neighbors and guests" -- it would be
a wonderful commitment to add to the central campus
plan, but I do think that it would mitigate against
any request for a street closing that is, as Dean
Robinson said, still pending before the City Council
and can be revived at anytime.

MR. GUYOT: Chairperson Reid, may I make
one other point?

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes, sir.

MR. GUYOT: In our number 7, our
recommendation by the Commission, the University
will state that its intention is to take ownership
and responsibility for repair of the Mary Church
Terrell house.

Now let us be very clear on that.

Howard only accepted ownership of that house that it
has owned for quite sometime at our last ANC
meeting, and when I publicly asked Frank Smith,
Council Member Frank Smith, does Howard University
own that house, he said, yes, I've done the research
and they own the house.

It was only after then that we had an

acceptance by Howard. So I want to put on the
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record the fact that, unless you provide us relief,
there's no place else for us to go. We're dealing
with an institution that has used the truth when
necessary and convenient.

I mean, it bothers me that this
institution did not inform its students that they
were closing the street. Its student government
voted, with the exception of five students, almost
unanimously in opposition to that.

The students are working with the
community. So we need to make sure that the
students are involved in any organization that is
created, and I cannot emphasize too strongly, we
need your help in the conditions under which this
approval is granted.

CHATIRMAN REID: Mr. Guyot, have they not
already agreed to this organization that you all
have been requesting?

MR. GUYOT: Madam Chairperson, you heard
Ms. Giordano say we're thinking about it.

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, I thought I heard
a correction on that.

MR. GUYOT: And I think the question is
what scope does it have, what -- Does it have teeth
or is it pro forma? We need the kind of protection

that a pro forma organization cannot offer us.
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MR. GUYOT: By

CHAIRMAN REID:
thank vyou.
your testimony?

MR. GUYOT:

CHAIRMAN REID:

any questions, Mr. Parsons,

MS. KING: No,

MR. PARSONS:

I have a couple.
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Okay. Thank you.
we, I mean the community.

I understand. Okay,

Does that conclude your presentation --

Yes, ma'am.

All right. Are there
Ms. King?
no guestions.

I guess

you're both familiar with a letter signed by Mr.

Robinson on July 8th,

responding to the ANC action.

MR. GUYOT: Yes.

MR. PARSONS:

a pretty strong commitment

And this seems to me to be

to establishing a

community -- what they call here a community

planning committee, at the
number 3.

Does that seem
commitment?

MR. GUYOT: It
think that we must bear --

concerned about the origin

guestion of the commission.

bottom of page 2 on

to you to be a

is a commitment, and I
we must really be
when we get to the

I mean, I had to

negotiate for the inclusion of the student advisory

committee.

There was tremendous resistance to that
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until last week.

Mr. Parsons, there are committees, and
there are committees. Until we see a commitment
that goes to the question of the scope and the
function of the committee, then and only then will
we believe it.

Now to simplify the answer, I've been
taught over and over by Howard University that what
it says has very little relationship to what it
does. I would like to believe that this is a
commitment.

Unless you help us in the findings, it
will be simply words.

MR. IMHOFF: If I can answer that, it
seems to me that in the process of forming such a
community advisory council or a community planning
committee, we're at the beginning stage rather than
at a stage of agreement where we can really see the
shape, the membership, the scope and power of such a
council.

Because the -- Howard's agreement to
this came just within the past week or two. We
can't say exactly what this animal would look like,
how many legs it would have or whether it would walk
upright.

MR. PARSONS: Well, maybe you could
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outline the three or four things that you think this
council should be working on, together with the
University.

MR. GUYOT: Yes. I think it should be
composed of the Chairperson of ANC-1-B, regardless
of who that is, the Chairperson of the Pleasant
Plains Civic Association, regardless of whoever that
ig, the Chairperson of the Ledroit Park Civic
Association, regardless of who that is, the
Chairperson of the Bloomingdale Civic Association,
and ANC-5-C, the Chairperson of that, and the Urban
Partnership Strategy Area Committee; and it should
also include the student government association and
the single member district members that are
contiguous to the University. 1In 1-B's instance,
that would be 4, 5, and 6.

I hope that would also apply to the
contiguous members of ANC-5-C. It also should
include someone from the President's office, and it
should include someone who can make commitments.

The function of it should go to the
operations of the University as it relates to these
areas, as it relates to purchases, renovations,
construction, development.

We feel that, unless those areas are

specifically enumerated as it relates to decision
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making and operative function, we're wasting our
time. We're competing in a battle in which we do
not have a chanced.

MR. IMHOFF: And I would add to that,
its meetings should be regular, frequent and open to
the public.

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, Mr. Guyot, in your
submission you lay forth the conditions in which you
would like to see the application approved, and the
Howard University responded to it under Mr.
Robinson's signature, and it did not appear to me
that you all were too far apart, certainly not to
the extent that at the point where you have two
entities that were at odds on some issues that are
at least amenable to talking it over and to trying
to work it out.

I don't think that -- and correct me if
I'm wrong. I don't think that you could not sit
down and be more specific in what you want. Here it
is basically general in what you asked for. They
have responded to it in a positive manner.

MR. GUYOT: Madam Chair, I share your
enthusiasm for the positive in this and the ability
for us to possibly work it out. I'm simply saying
we're trying to now go beyond the verbal agreement

to implementation.
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CHAIRMAN REID: Well, now often we see
an agreement that is drawn up by the applicant and
the community organizations in which it sets forth
all of the particulars in which they -- lays out all
the particulars that characterize how you all want
to live together, and it's signed by both entities.

Here we have, on one hand, a request
and, on the other hand, a positive response to the
request. So in lieu of that, perhaps you all would
want to do that. You would want to meet together,
and I know, I think -- it appears to me that Howard
University would be amenable to meeting with you and
to basically working out the kinks in this, the
glitches, so that everyone - make it mutually
amenable to everyone concerned.

MR. GUYOT: Madam Chairman, the only way
that will happen is if this Board of Adjustment puts
that as one of the conditions. We have no reason to
-- Howard has treated the community
characteristically as someone that it was ordained
to dominate.

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, I know -- While
that may be true, the fact of the matter is that
let's give them a chance. 1It's a new day, and I see
them actually reaching out and trying to make a

difference at this time. So let's just see what
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happens with that, and that does not preclude there
being an agreement between the two entities that
would be submitted to the BZA.

MR. GUYOT: Madam Chairperson, I plead
with you. Unless there is some consideration to our
specific recommendations as it relates to
membership, function and scope, it won't happen.
Please take that into consideration.

I want to work with Howard as much as
possible, but I'm a pragmatist. We need your help
to make that possible.

MR. IMHOFF: May I --

CHAIRMAN REID: I think that we just
said that, what we would like to see done. Before a
decision is actually -- we'll come to conclusion and
decision, then this will have to be something that
we feel would be in the interest of all parties
concerned.

So I think that you've achieved that.

MR. IMHOFF: I would just like to
suggest this. We have come this far this fast,
because of the necessity of BZA approval of the
campus plan, and an aid to continued progress along
the same lines with the same speed would be your
further assistance.

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, I mean, obviously,
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it's wise of you to use this window of opportunity
to have your issues addressed, and that's what I see
it as, and that is how it will be accepted.

Ms. King?

MR. PARSONS: I wanted to move on. I,
too, want to make sure that a committee of some kind
is formed. I'm just trying to get back to your
point on the scope.

The reason I asked that is because in
your letter you called it a community advisory
council. Where you came to that term, I'm not sure,
but maybe we could explore that a little bit.

In Mr. Robinson's letter he calls it a
community planning committee -- community planning
committee. That's two subtle but different points
of view, I think.

You said just now that this committee
would deal with purchases, development, renovation,
demolition. That, to me, is a planning committee.
That is a committee that's worried about the future
of the development of the campus, and that's all.

It isn't involved with day to day
management, traffic management, students in the
community doing things that are obnoxious to the
community in some fashion or another. That's a much

different kind of role.
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So help me with the scope.

MR. GUYOT: Let me hasten to associate
myself with your position.

MR. PARSONS: Position?

MR. GUYOT: With your recommendation and
your idea, because it was not my intention to lay
out a pattern of limitation but of direction. I
mean that wasn't the entire scope.

If T gave the impression that that was
the entire scope of what I think what it should
function on, I apologize. That was not my
intention.

I appreciate your raising the areas that
are germane, pregnant and contemporaneous to town
and gown relationship, and I certainly want those
included.

MR. PARSONS: So then, to use Mr.
Robinson's term of a planning committee may not by
name get to where you want to be.

MR. GUYOT: No, sir, it could not.

MR. IMHOFF: And I certainly appreciate
your calling my attention to it. The phrase
"community planning committee" -- Actually, this is
the first time I recall it being used with regard to
this creature, and as you see in point number three

which is community advisory council, there is a



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

181
shift in terms there that had not attracted my
attention, and I think you're right. It is
something we should pay attention to.

MR. PARSONS: Now I wanted to go to
street closings for a moment. I'm not sure from
your testimony what the fear is in the community,
and I'd like to have you define what you feel street
closings are. Barricades or some legal process that
occurs on the first floor of this building?

MR. GUYOT: 1I'll use Howard's language.
In its application it did not assert that it owned
any of the streets, but it said that what we will do
is put up points where identification will be
required of people using those streets, and we took
that language and brought it to the community,
because Howard was the origin of it.

MR. IMHOFF: I didn't hear that here
today.

CHAIRMAN REID: Yeah, I didn't hear that
in testimony. Did you hear that?

MR. GUYOT: I'm saying that was in the
legislation, and that was in the discussion of the
legislation by Howard University.

MR. IMHOFF: It's in the pending street
closing application.

MR. GUYOT: That's right.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

182

MR. IMHOFF: It is the language of that
application.

MR. GUYOT: The one was withdrawn.

MR. PARSONS: I guess my view on this is
that this Board is the wrong place to make this
plea. For us to imply that we have some
jurisdiction over street closings by writing it into
our order is, I think, invalid.

I think, on the other hand, if they were
going to propose street closings to accommodate a
building -- that is what everybody does downtown is
they close the alleys and build in the air rights.
That's why I asked the questions I asked this
morning.

This Board is dealing with development
of buildings on properties, and if that necessitated
a street closing, which is not what you're concerned
about -- you're concerned about something much
different -- then we should say something about
street closings; but we're not dealing with day to
day operations of traffic management and those kinds
of things, as the City Council would.

So I'm -- Maybe I could get some
guidance from others on the panel here.

MR. IMHOFF: However, I think you are

dealing with the interaction between the community
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and the campus, and with the city plan of open
streets that go through Howard's campus, open public
streets.

At the worst, our fear is that Howard at
some point, and the street closing would certainly
give it the right to, it tends to become a gated
campus. At the least, our fear is that Howard wants
to gain not just responsibility for maintenance of
the streets, but control over them and control of
the traffic over the public streets that go between
its buildings.

MS. KING: We understand that, but I
concur with Mr. Parsons that this is not the arena
in which to debate the question of street closings.
You all have dealt with it very successfully,
clearly, in the past. You have denied through the
process of dealing with our elected officials --
have denied them the right to have -- You know, of
course, they may continue, and you will continue to
stop them, but this -- I think it's totally
appropriate for us to include a community advisory
committee in conditions that we impose upon the
campus plan, mandated to meet twice a year, four
times a year, whatever.

That is all extremely appropriate, but

this is not the arena, although I can understand
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exactly what you're saying and what your concerns
are. I concur with Mr. Parsons that this is not the
arena in which to fight this battle.

That is the responsibility of the City
Council, and clearly you have so far been
extraordinarily successful in getting the City
Council to stop them from doing what you don't want
them to do, but I think that it would be totally off
base for us to say that they can't try it -- try to
get a street closing and that you can't try to deny
it to them.

MR. GUYOT: All right. There seems to -

MR. BASTIDA: Madam Chairperson, if I
may, since you have requested --

CHAIRMAN REID: Please.

MR. BASTIDA: This Board has no
authority jurisdiction over public space. So it
will not be appropriate, regardless of what our
sentiments are toward the street closing, for you to
add language in your decision regarding that;
because it's beyond your authority.

CHAIRMAN REID: It's beyond our purview.

MR. BASTIDA: Indeed.

Secondly, if that -- If those streets

were to be closed and become private streets --
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let's figure out the worst condition -- then Howard
will have to come back and amend the campus plan to
include that land, and then you can put any
condition you so desire, based on the public
testimony presented for the record.

So, unfortunately, if Howard were to
close the streets, you can act only after that event
takes place to control it and do what the ANC is
requesting to do or not to do it. You know, you
have to make a decision, but you would not have the
authority until after the fact.

MR. GUYOT: Madam Chairperson, we accept
the position of the Commission on this, and I urge
you, get ready to do whatever you need to do,
because Howard wills be down here. It's going to
happen. The question is when.

MS. KING: Yeah, but not requesting a
street closing from us.

MR. GUYOT: No, no. Whatever they need
to do if they win the street closing, get ready.

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, I think Mr.
Bastida has stated that -- it's what my feelings
were, too, that within the campus plan today, as it
has been submitted, there is no provision for that,
and in the event they were to do an about-face, then

that's another whole procedure, and they would have
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to -- Then they would have to return.

At that point, the community comes in,
and then we would be able to address it adequately;
but at this juncture, it is beyond our purview.

MR. BASTIDA: Madam Chairperson, if I
may add, the dialogue has been beneficial, because
what happened is that each other has put themselves
on the record and forewarned each other of the
actions that would follow such a closing, and then
the authority that the Board has if that were the
case.

CHAIRMAN REID: Thank you very much.

Does that wrap it up for you?

MR. GUYOT: Yes.

CHAIRMAN REID: Thank you very much.

You know, I wanted to ask one question before you
went.

In your submission, you made a
correction. I wasn't clear on what you were
correcting here on your submission.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Madam Chair, I can
clear that up.

CHAIRMAN REID: Oh, okay.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: It's actually just
a correction of the BZA application number. The

number that was crossed out, 14733 --
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CHATIRMAN REID: But there was not
another one submitted.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: It's 16330.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. That's what that
would be.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: That's what that
number is.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Was that in-
house?

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay, I'm sorry.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: It's just a point
of clarification.

CHAIRMAN REID: Would the applicant, Ms.
Giordano, wish to cross-examine -- Mr. Bastida, did
you have any questions for this applicant?

MR. BASTIDA: No, Madam Chairperson, but
thank you for asking.

CHAIRMAN REID: All right. Then that
concludes this segment. We'll move now to persons
and parties in --

MS. KING: There are other parties.
Isn't there another ANC here?

CHAIRMAN REID: This gentleman came
forward, but he --

MS. KING: But there was an ANC-5.
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MR. IMHOFF: James Berry was here this
morning.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. There is no other
ANC here? All right, now persons and parties in
opposition, please come forward.

MR. BASTIDA: No, support.

CHAIRMAN REID: I'm sorry. In support.
Please come forward.

MR. NORMAN: Tony Norman, Pleasant
Plains Civic Association. I have a written
testimony that we submitted to the staff. I don't
know if you all have a copy of it.

CHAIRMAN REID: We do.

MR. NORMAN: My name is Tony Norman.

I'm here to represent the Pleasant Plains Civic
Association and to generally go over the boundaries,
the residents that are north of the campus and east,
and most of the campus boundary consists of the
Pleasant Plains Civic Association. I would say at
least perhaps 95 percent of the proposed boundaries
fall within our civic association.

The civic association is composed of
property owners, tenants, businesses, owners who are
along Georgia Avenue, as well as many students. As
a matter of fact, Mr. Neville Welch, President of

the Howard Student Association, is a member of the
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Pleasant Plains Civic Association. He's here today.
We're glad he's been very active, and he's active
for the last year.

So we're here to -- actually, I think, a
positive thing about it, I think most of the Board
members here and their testimony earlier goes to the
heart of what we're here for.

The Civic Association was involved in
many of the meetings. We met with the ANC. We
helped draft the ANC's recommendations. In fact,
many of those were also our recommendations to this
particular body.

We've had many meetings with the
University, the ANC members, and we'd like to thank
this body, the University, for meeting, even though
in many of those meetings they had to be drug,
dragging and kicking, to have those meetings,
although we do want to thank them for having as many
and having the workshop.

One of the things that the community
wanted was a work-down session, not just -- In the
past, the University has come to the community, and
they give this dog and pony show about what they're
going to do. Many of the ANC commissioners and the
people in the community wanted a working session in

regards to the campus plan, and the University
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answered that, and that's why they did the workshop,
and I want to commend them for that.

It was a very productive workshop, and
many of the recommendations were hashed out there.

Also, one of the things we wanted to
stress -- Like I said before, you all touched on the
heart of our issues. Ms. King pointed out -- we
were very concerned about the 500 parking spaces and
the additional students and how the University was
going to deal with that, as well as to reanalyze the
parking rates and incentive to get their staff and
students to start using the Metro, which they simply
don't do.

For the most part, most of the staff
don't use the Metro, and we were trying to get more
initiative for the University to encourage their
staff to use the Metro and to discourage them using
cars.

For instance, at some of the
universities students who live on campus charge a
higher rate for their cars to use the garage than
those that don't live on campus, and I don't think
Howard has that. But just incentives and
initiatives to discourage the traffic in the
community and parking in the community.

I think, Ms. Reid, you pointed out
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another very concern that we have, and that's the
parking in regards to special activities. As you
stated, when you come on the campus -- At least,
that was Ms. King who also referred to this -- where
will I park if I'm going to the Blackburn Center?

Now many of the people are not aware of
the fact that the University's response was that,
well, we can issue sgpecial parking permits, and we
have this and have that, but many of them are not
aware of that.

So one of the things we're concerned
about the University making that community aware of
that. Of course, Mr. Parsons touched upon the --
obviously, the advisory council but also he touched
a subject that's dear to our hearts, and that's
public park space.

I remember he was very supportive on the
McMillan. So I'm glad he pointed that out, and I
hope the University would take heed to that. We're
going to be very concerned about public park space.

Then I reserved the advisory council for
last, because we think that's a very important
mechanism of all the recommendations that we've had,
that the advisory council be set up and that the
University take it seriously.

Now I was here ten years ago when they



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

192
brought the other campus plan, and Mr. Guyot and the
others and Mr. Imhoff's concern about University
cooperating is very -- should be taken seriously,
because I was here ten years ago when the last
campus plan came here. At that time I was President
of the Bloomingdale Civic Association, still in the
Howard area.

We discussed having an advisory council
then, although it was not in the order. It was not
placed in the Board's order. The University
committed to it. It simply never happened.

So they are concerned -- They have a
legitimate concern to be concerned about the
University following up on that, and they are
correct about the University only recently
consenting to having an advisory council, in the
last week or two.

Mr. Parsons pointed out a very important
point, the language in regards to Howard's response,
that there was a planning council. Interesting he
should point that out, because my concern that I
called to the University's attention last week, that
we were under the impression that they committed
themselves to advisory council, and not a planning
committee, which is much more limited.

Before that, it stated the language was
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a focus group, a campus plan committee, but we
weren't satisfied with that. But it should be a
broad committee dealing with -- The main goal should
be to dialogue with the community and the
University, a continual dialogue that you can hear
our concerns.

In the past the University only came to
the community when they needed something, when they
needed a special exception, when they needed this,
when they needed that, anytime they went before a
public body.

Then when you hear the resentment of the
people in the community, that's where that's coming
from. They don't like the condescending attitude of
the University, and therefore, if you have a
dialogue that's ongoing, you could hash out a lot of
this.

We hope the University will adopt this
as an ongoing thing to deal with the advisory
council.

Then I want to touch briefly on the
traffic. Once again, I want to commend Mr. George,
who has been very, very responsive to the
community's concern, and he came out and met with
many of the members of the community, and he has a

mitigating report that deals with the specific



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

194
problems about traffic and recommended solutions in
that report.

Incidentally, the community commended
him on the report, as well as the color, as Mr.
Parsons commended. We commended him on the colors
and the report in the focus group meeting.

So we think he did an excellent job on
the traffic. We hope that the University will adopt
that and implement it, and that it will become a
part of the record. But for the most part, I want
to say the University has been meeting, and they
have been open to the recommendations and that we
hope that the advisory council meet frequently, at
least four times a year.

I was concerned about the twice a year.
I also see the Office of Planning made that as part
of their recommendation, and we would hope that the
University adopt that and follow through on it, and
we think that kind of forum will prevent -- and you
can prevent a lot of the opposition that many people
-- Even though people in the community can
articulate their concerns to the relevant legal
issues before this body, they do have legitimate
concerns against the University.

Many times they are overruled and say

you're out of order or what have you. They just
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don't know how to articulate those concerns. But if
Howard set up this advisory council, they will hear
these concerns and incorporate them in their
drafting of their plan.

Therefore, you don't have to try to
develop a public relations effort. You already have
it there.

What I want to touch briefly on the
present organization at the University in regard to
the Howard -- I think they have their community
association that Ms. Bennett is -- and Ms. Bennett
has did a great job there, and this is no reflection
upon her.

She's been excellent in the community.
She's been meeting. She's been doing what she has,
but her office is very limited. It's been a one-way
street. She only comes to relay information that
the University may give her, but many other things
the University is doing before public bodies, she's
not aware of.

This is not a reflection upon her.

She's doing what is in her job, and I think she's
doing an excellent job. But I want to separate that
from the advisory council.

We don't want to merge those two, for

this to be a bureaucratic office that some
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bureaucrat is handling this. The advisory council
is going to be composed of the community and Howard
to resolve these problems, and will be a much
broader council dealing with the issues of Howard
and the community.

That was why I was asking questions in
regard to clarify that office as opposed to the
advisory council. But the civic association has
endorsed and is supporting the campus plan with the
recommendations that the ANC has stated, basically,
and mainly the key is the community advisory
council, and we don't want to belabor that point,
but we think that that is very key to any future
operation and any future dealings with the
University.

I also want to thank Dr. Edwards, who
has been very open, and Mr. Stillwell with the firm
of Linowes and Blocher. I've had dealings with that
firm before. They've been very open in meeting with
the community and taking seriously the
recommendations of the community; but in some
instances they have been drug to meetings by force,
if necessary, to do things.

So we do think that the advisory council
is an important mechanism to resolve many of the

future problems in the community. That's why we're
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satisfied with adopting the campus plan with the
advisory council. Therefore, we can work in the
future to resolve and work out the specific details
of anything that comes up about traffic, about what
have you, students or anything.

We can resolve that through the council,
and all of that will be resolved and not come here
before a public body. Hopefully, by the time we get
to these bodies, all of that wills be resolved when
we can present a unified front.

Thank you, Madam Chairman. Thank you,
members of the Board of Zoning Adjustment, and thank
all of the participants here today.

CHAIRMAN REID: Thank you very much for
your testimony. Just a couple of gquick questions.

One is: In your submission you
emphasize that you like to see some improvement in
special event traffic. You talked about that, and
parking, but also crowd control. Can you speak to
that briefly?

MR. NORMAN: We were referring to
basically the -- as Mr. Robinson mentioned,
homecoming is -- They've started having homecoming
on campus, which we support. We're not against
that.

The only thing we wanted was that there
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be some crowd control with people that are working
up and down Georgia Avenue, the other streets. They
leave a lot of trash, and it frightens the
residents, and it frightens their pets.

CHATIRMAN REID: The trash or the people?
Can you be more specific? What's frightening the
residents?

MR. NORMAN: The crowds. No, they're
more concerned about movement. During that day they
can't get in their houses through cars, because
there's crowds on the streets. We're not against
having homecoming on campus. We want that to
continue. But they should be more -- you know,
involve the community in terms of management of the
crowds as they spill over into the community.

CHATRMAN REID: Okay. Well, when you
meet with them, then I think that they would be
amenable to trying to work with you and your
suggestions as to how to best address that.

One other thing was you mentioned trash
removal in surrounding communities resulting from
Howard University crowds. So are you saying that,
when there are special events, that there is a
proliferation of trash and debris in the community
as a result of that?

MR. NORMAN: Oh, vyes.
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CHATIRMAN REID: Can you speak to that
and how you would like to see it addressed?

MR. NORMAN: In fact, that's one of the
biggest concerns that we had immediately after the
homecoming, that many of the residents complained to
the civic association. A great deal of trash is
left after that.

So maybe our recommendation is that the
University put out more trash cans, and maybe use
their staff at the end of these activities to go
around and help pick some of this up, instead of
waiting for the city to do it.

If you had homecoming that Saturday, and
then Sunday, and the city may not clean that up
until later on the end of that week.

CHAIRMAN REID: I see.

MR. NORMAN: And we've got a lot of
trash left over that the community is constantly
complaining about.

CHAIRMAN REID: So in other words,
you're saying that at the conclusion of these
special events where you have large crowds, that
perhaps they may have a cleaning crew or something
to go and make sure that it's just not left there in
the community?

MR. NORMAN: That's right. Let me add,
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it's not just special events. Also when the
semester starts, particularly on Gresham Place and
up and down Georgia Avenue, a lot of students use
the -- go into the fast food restaurants.

This is not a reflection of the
students. We're just simply saying they go there.
That's a fact. And there's a dormitory, Drew Hall,
that has a great deal of student traffic going
through -- foot traffic by students, and there's a
great deal of trash left daily.

I mean, we used to clean it up that
morning, and you would be surprised to see it back
there that night -- that evening. The solution to
that is the University put more trash cans around
the University, and perhaps their staff on the
immediate boundaries of the University, their staff
or their physical plant staff to go around and help
clean that up.

We think, once again, this is one of the
problems that the advisory council can deal with and
that we will meet with them regularly, and they can
resolve that.

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes. I think, too, that
the idea of a dialogue, an ongoing dialogue in which
you express to the University what your concerns are

and they hear you and then give them the opportunity
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to respond to it --

MR. NORMAN: One other thing. I had
mentioned about the pets, and I was very serious
about that. I know a lot of people were laughing,
because pets become very frightened at crowds, and
they get lost, and some of them have nervous
conditions, dogs, cats, and they do get lost, and
they do run off.

We've had a lot of that to happen when
there's major activities. I know the University
can't really do much about that. Once again, we
could try to resolve that through the council.

CHAIRMAN REID: Right. Maybe you all
can talk that through, too. I don't know what the
solution to that one is.

MR. NORMAN: I have a cat, and I do know
they are very upset over those type of activities.

I don't know if you all have cats and dogs, but they
can get very worked up over those types of things.

CHATIRMAN REID: Okay. Well, thank you
for your testimony. Is there any cross-examination
for Mr. Norman by the applicant? Okay, thank you.

Are there any other parties in support
of this application? Please come forward. In
support. MS. BAILEY: Excuse me. Prior

to starting, may we have your witness cards, please?
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CHAIRMAN REID: Okay, in the interest of
time, I just ask that you please be as brief as you
can, hit your salient points, and don't be redundant
or repetitive to issues that have already been
addressed to your satisfaction. Please don't go
back into those issues. Just bring up any new or
different issues that we have not heard so far.

MR. WELCH: Good afternoon. My name is
Neville Welch. I'm the President of Howard
University Student Association, and I'm going to
speak concretely to students' perspective on the
central campus plan.

In the interest of time, I'm going to be
very, very -- extremely brief. The students of
Howard University -- Well, before I go there, I
represent the undergraduates, the graduate and
professional students of Howard University, and I'm
very pleased and courageous to say that the students
of Howard University are in full support of Howard
University's campus plan.

In the campus plan are a set of
objectives that can be considered a wish list come
true for our students. The Health Science Library -
- If any of you have had the opportunity, like most
of us, to study in the current library, present

library, there is an imperative and tremendous need
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for an improved library service.

The bookstore that is reflected in the
campus plan certainly needs to be manifested. The
Health Center, the Science and Technology Building,
among many objectives that are reflected in the
campus plan, are certainly pertinent and necessary
for the general welfare of our student body.

We students have always have a
functional relationship with the community, and many
of their concerns we have incorporated as our
concerns. The street closing, in particular, is not
something that is pressing to us right now,
primarily because we were the ones who mobilized and
organized the community, the student body against
the proposal, the request the Howard University made
last year.

Many of us who participated then
preserved our position in relation to the street
closing, and I do understand that this is not the
proper and necessary forum to discuss street
closing. Therefore, I'm saying that it's certainly
not something that is pressing us right now.

We are in full support with the
establishment of the community advisory council and
community relations council, whatever the name was,

and we do understand the need for such a group. We
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understand as well that Howard University in the
past has been "a slumlord," and with the campus plan
it is certainly a quantum leap from being a slumlord
to becoming a landlord.

Madam Chairwoman, I certainly -- I
really, really appreciate your comment when you said
that the University needs to be given a chance to
renew its status with the community and with the
student body more so. Today we are asking that you
recognize our imperative, and the campus plan is to
the general welfare of the students.

Mr. Norman had mentioned that they're
trying to get more students to use the shuttle bus
service, the Metro. The University has in place a
shuttle bus service that actually takes students
from the main campus and takes them to Howard
University Metro stop.

We have met with University officials as
a result of several meetings. The shuttle bus
service has been modified to pick students up and
drop them off at very pertinent places where the
shops, the Safeway, other miscellaneous and
significant places where students visit on a regular
basis, and all this is an effort to ensure that
students are indeed utilizing the Metro and, as a

result, traffic will be reduced.
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We are equally pleased with the efforts
of Mr. George and Ms. Giordano, Mr. Stillwell in
their presentation in conveying the University
objective and ideas to this body. I think that they
dealt wonderfully with the problem of traffic and
parking.

As was mentioned before, I think with
the establishment of the advisory council many of
the issues that are not only subjective but
objective can be resolved in that context.

Once again, I'm not going to be long
winded. I just felt the need to convey the student
perspective on the campus plan. We are in full
support of the campus plan, and we are all very
supportive of the community advisory council.

Besides that, there is nothing that is
pressing us to convey to you at this moment. Thank
you very much.

CHATIRMAN REID: Thank you for your
testimony.

MR. LENEUS: Good afternoon, ladies and
gentlemen. My name is Edouard Leneus. I am the
Vice President for the Haitian Association. I
reside at 601 Fairmont Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C.

I wish to add my comments to what
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Neville just said, but slightly in an international
perspective in the fact that I am from a different
country, and I see the wonderful work in progress
that the University has made and is still pursuing
into establishing a wonderful relationship not only
with the community but also abroad.

I think in that sense it shows a
willingness from the University to work with its
surrounding community and to improve the image that
it has had in the past and that has created static
between the University and our neighbors, and
because of that, I also agree with you, Madam
Chairperson, when you recommend that the University
be given a chance to put its best foot forward.

I also want to go along with the ANC who
presents the idea that we should have a council, and
we should because the University has maybe
willingly, I would say, neglected the views of
students in the past, and currently we have not had
much opportunity to come and present our own ideas
towards, let's say, privatization of the streets.

Because of that, I think having a
council will definitely add broader perspective and
better enhancement of students' reaction and
students' input into what -- because they are also

residents of the D.C. community, that it will have



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

207
that opportunity to improve their own lives and the
lives of, I guess, us abroad; because also the
University wants to create leaders, and how can we
become leaders of our future generation -- of your
future, really, if we are hindered or precluded from
involvement with our surrounding communities and be
affected by what we are subjected to during our
learning at the University.

So though I have some reservations, I
still commend the University for its plans for the
future, and I support the motion for the UniverCity
20/20 Vision.

CHAIRMAN REID: Thank you. Yes? You're
not going to testify? Okay. All right, sir. Thank
you very much for your testimony. It was very well
done. Is there any cross-examination for -- No
cross? Okay, thank you very much.

Is there anyone else here in support of
this application?

MR. VEENSTRA: I understand we're
dealing with time constraints. So I'll be
completely concise.

My name is Norman Veenstra. I represent
a company called Sledge, Inc. We're the owners of
the nightclub 9:30, and also a member of the UBAC, U

Street Business and Arts Coalition.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

208

We support Howard's move to define their
boundaries in this proposal and just wanted to make
our presence known as a relatively new neighbor to
Howard that we've enjoyed becoming a part of this
community of Shaw and would like to continue to
develop a relationship with the University as our
time in this area continues to expand.

We ask only at this time for Howard to
be aware of their more satellite properties that
affect us directly, such as the lower structure and
8th and V, N.W. and also 905, 907, 909 Florida.
Structures of this nature, if they could consider to
do more work along the lines of the properties that
they have worked with Manna to make available for
private low income housing.

If things of that kind can continue to
occur or at least more temporary work can occur with
these structures to make them safe as a business in
an area that much of the city and metro region has a
certain perception of, we fight -- That may be a
strong word -- we fight an ongoing battle to attempt
to convince people that, in fact, it's a very decent
part of the city and come quite a long way in the
last five, ten, 15 years.

Every night that we are open, we have

two off-duty Third District police officers
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patrolling the immediate area who work in
conjunction with various Howard campus police, and
we have tried to do this as a way for -- obviously,
for our own selfish reasons, for our customer base,
but just for the neighborhood as a whole to be in
the area.

We would like to see Howard continue to
be aware of how working with organizations such as
ourselves will help that whole area becoming a part
of the U Street corridor and just becoming a part of
the overall perception of how that area and the city
is improving.

That's all I have, and thanks for your
time.

CHATIRMAN REID: Thank you. Any cross?
Cross-examination? Thank you very much.

MR. GUYOT: Madam Chairman, could the
record be open so that I might confer with other
parties of interest and present to the BZA what I
think should be the membership of this group and its
function?

CHAIRMAN REID: Sure. Basically --

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: That's something -
- That should be something that we'll deal with at
the end of the hearing. We still have -- We're not

anywhere close to that.
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CHAIRMAN REID: We have this --
Actually, we have two more part, those persons and
parties in opposition to please come forward, and
then closing remarks. One? Are you the only
person here in opposition?

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Sir, you have to
come forward and speak from the mike, please. Also
identify yourself, your name and address.

MR. HILL: Hi. I'm James Hill again. I
live in Ledroit Park, but I want to ask a question.

The lady, Ms. Brenda Sales of the Open
Alir Merchants Association, had to leave, and she
wanted to leave this letter for you. So could I
present it to you?

CHAIRMAN REID: Should be given to the
staff, ves.

MR. HILL: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: You were not testifying?

MR. HILL: No.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay, that's all. All
right, there was one other person. Could you come
up, please, sir? Yes. Are you in opposition or in
support?

MR. DOMNING: I just would like to raise
a question about points of earlier testimony.

CHAIRMAN REID: Go to the mike. You
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were undecided earlier?

MR. DOMNING: Yes.

CHAIRMAN REID: So have you decided yet?

MR. DOMNING: Well, I would like to ask
a question to clarify some points of earlier
testimony.

CHAIRMAN REID: You would like to ask it
of who?

MR. DOMNING: Of Dr. Edwards.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Wait a minute.
The time to ask those gquestions would have been
through cross-examination, if you were a party to
the case. But you were not a party to the case. So
you've not been able to ask the questions.

MS. KING: Why doesn't he raise the
issues with us and then the Howard University in
making their closing remarks can respond. That way,
he won't be cross-examining, but you raise your
question with us, and we will try to get the answers
before the hearing is finished.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay, have a seat. Are
you going to make a statement, too?

MR. DOMNING: No.

CHAIRMAN REID: No, have a seat, and
give your name and give your home address, and go

ahead.
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MR. DOMNING: Daryl Domning, 9211
Wendell Street, Silver Spring.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. So you just have
guestions?

MR. DOMNING: Yes. It was stated
earlier that there was only one planned building
demolition in the plan. That was Building 112, the
physical education building. What my question is is
that, since there have been over the last few months
discussions at Howard about possible demolition of
another building, 515 W Street, N.W., I wanted to
clarify whether that was -- whether we were being
told now that that is no longer being considered.

If I can indicate on the map, 515 W
Street is this building right here between the two
portions of parking lot S where project 201, the
Health Sciences Library, is to be constructed.

That also touches on the question of the
parking spaces here. We were told that 493 parking
places in Lot S would be eliminated by construction
of this building. I'm not sure if that number was
meant to mean that that's the number of parking
spaces in both parts, in all of parking lot S
together, all of which will be eliminated or whether
only some of those will be eliminated or only 493

out of some larger number will be eliminated.
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Again, my main question is whether it is
now being stated that demolition of this building is
not going to occur.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. That concludes
your questions? Okay. Then they will address those
in the closing remarks, Ms. Giordano, please.

Can you first please address those
issues for the gentleman?

MS. GIORDANO: Yes. I can ask Dr.
Edwards to join me, please.

CHAIRMAN REID: Did you see the specific
lots he was referring to?

DR. EDWARDS: I know the building that
he's talking about, and there are no plans to
demolish that building.

CHAIRMAN REID: The building that he
pointed out, that little -- Yes, that one.

DR. EDWARDS: There are no plans to
demolish that building.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay.

MS. GIORDANO: Thank you. Just in
conclusion, I'd like to address a couple of the
issues that were just recently raised in the
community comment segment of the public hearing.

We believe that Mr. Robinson's response

to the community issues and request for conditions
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is unequivocal. The University is more than willing
to meet.

Clearly, there has been a history of
some bad relations between the University and the
community, and I have not been involved with all
that preceding, nor have most of the people that
have been working on this campus plan. So it's
difficult to say what the reasons for some of that
were, but we're trying to go forward.

I just caution the BZA that you really
can't legislate the success of a committee to work
together. The University, as I indicated, is
willing to do that. It would never -- Their
efforts, in terms of working with the community, did
not begin with the campus plan process.

The community association has been doing
that outreach function for sometime. So it's not
the case that it's only when the University wants
something like a special exception approval that
community outreach becomes an issue or a concern of
theirs.

I think that, as I indicated, the
efforts, both of the community association and the
campus plan process, have been inclusionary. There
has never been any attempt to exclude any particular

group. Civic associations have been involved, ANCs.
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Certainly, we have no problem with a
broad representation, including the student
association, whatever. There is no concern there,
but in terms of legislating a function for that
group or what topics they are supposed to discuss, I
think that could be a difficult area to legislate
in.

So again, we'd be happy to meet with all
the groups that have been requested to be included
in that committee or council. We're happy to meet
more than twice a year. Four times a year is
certainly reasonable.

The University is willing to assume some
responsibility for convening those meetings, but I
hesitate and I urge the Board to exercise some
caution in terms of providing further requirements
as to how the group should function or what they
should discuss.

Thank you very much.

MS. KING: I think that it's been
generally recognized this morning and this afternoon
that Mr. George's transportation study was
excellent, not only beautifully presented but good,
and that there are some potential problems in that
regard, and he has made some suggestions of ways of

mitigating those problems.
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I find it very disturbing that the

response from the University to the ANCs, et al., is
-- The University is wiling to work with the
community to explore further the desirability of
these measures.

This is your own person saying that
needs to be done.

MS. GIORDANO: Let me try and clarify
that, because I played a big role in drafting that.
So let me explain what I was trying to say, if I
didn't articulate it well.

Mr. George indicated that that study
took place over the summer, first of all, when the
traffic impact, because the University is shut,
could not be -- well, not shut, but because the
normal volume of classes is not occurring at this
time.

So we're afraid -- We're a little
concerned that that study may not be the best
indication of what is required at this time, and we
committed to taking a second look during the fall.
But we wanted to get the process started as a good
faith measure.

So there's that issue, and then I
expressed in some of the meetings with the

University folks and with Mr. George some experience
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that I've had in my own neighborhood in Washington
with some of these kinds of issues where you're
talking about no right turn on one road or adding a
stop sign here or slowing traffic.

Very often what looks like it makes
sense, you know, initially causes a problem for the
next street down. If you can't turn right here,
then all the traffic moves down.

So what we were trying to say was not
that we are lukewarm at all on pursuing the
mitigation measures, but that the community really
needs to study these mitigation measures themselves
and that we are happy to assist, but the decision,
because the primary impacts are going to be in the
community, as to what should be done should take
place there.

MS. KING: I understand, but if there
are problems with traffic when the University is
essentially shut down for the summer, those problems
will be so exacerbated by the return of the
University in the fall that this is a very, very
serious issue.

I mean, you've got a terrific traffic
person. It seems to me that you should not -- Even
though I understand this is very lawyerly language,

I still think it indicates a reluctance on your part
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to do any traffic mitigation.

Perhaps that was not intentional, but
that's the way I read it.

MS. GIORDANO: No. What we --

MS. KING: And so I think that we need
to be very specific.

MS. GIORDANO: Right. The mitigation
measures have to be implemented by DPW. What we
were saying was, if the community wants to pursue
mitigation measure X, we will -- we will petition
DPW to do that. We would be happy to put our
support behind it, but the decision as to which
measures should be implemented should come first
from the community.

MS. KING: There are instances where --
because I negotiated one when I was in government --
where DPW is paid by private organizations in order
to install traffic lights or signs or whatever if
the subject -- you know, if the business or, in your
case, institution feels strongly enough that it
needs it, both for community relations and for the
safety of your people going in and out of your
campus and so forth.

So I would strongly recommend that the
University do not back off from their traffic --

their own traffic study -- you presented it -- and
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that if there are additional measures that need to
be implemented, that that's fine; but that my
inclination, although we're not drafting yet, but
would be to impose conditions that required you to
take those mitigation steps and not just to explore
further the desirability of --

MS. GIORDANO: Well, we're happy to take
the steps. We just want to make sure first that
these are steps that the community supports before

we do it. We just didn't want, you know, to impose

MS. KING: No, I understand what you're

saying.

MS. GIORDANO: Okay. I think we're
agreeing.

MS. KING: But I mean, you've got a
professional who's looked at it. Presumably, he has

taken into account the fact that, if you put a one-
way sign here, it has other implications down the
street and so forth.

So I think that you need not to be so
wishy-washy about your support of your own traffic
study.

That's all I have to say. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: Ms. Giordano, please

clarify for me a statement. I'm not really clear on
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what the meaning of the statement regarding the
caveat to the Board to be careful about legislating
the success of a council, community council.

MS. GIORDANO: Right. What I'm saying
is we have no problem being told, you know, how
many times to meet, to meet, who to meet with; but
when we start to move into, you know, what exactly
we should discuss, how the group should function --

It wasn't really clear from the community

presentation exactly what kinds of additional -- I
think the term teeth was used -- they're interested
in.

I'm just saying that -- So I don't

really know exactly what's being proposed, but I'm
just saying that you can't legislate the success of
that committee by making it unduly bureaucratic.
MS. KING: I tend to agree with her. I
mean, you can't -- There's no way that we can impose
stability on the town/gown situation. I do think
that it's possible, however, to word a condition
that requires quarterly meetings and that requires
participation of all parties in setting the agenda
and that kind of thing, so that they will really
surface the issues that they need to talk about.
MS. GIORDANO: Well, the only thing I

was trying to say is that it's taken a long time, I
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guess, for these relationships to sour, and it takes
a long time, given that history, to get a level of
trust instilled.

I think we're all saying that we're
getting there, and I think there should be a little
bit of room for trust, too. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, I think that, far
more than legislation or imposition of rules and
regulations, that the success of this body that will
be created is going to be driven by the sincere
desire on both parts to try to work together.

Notwithstanding anything that we say or
do, the bottom line is that, in order for it to
work, it has to be something that everyone wants to
work, have been willing to put forth the effort and
the energy, in other words, to do it.

While many of the things that you say
are well taken in regard to Howard University, and
yvet we know there were problems and, yes, they are

now attempting to overcome those negative images, on

the one hand -- however, on the one hand, you have
people in the community who feel one way -- this is
what I'm perceiving here -- feel one way, and that's

the Howard University having a different position,
and remember that perception is reality.

So it may well be that you think that
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you are getting across whatever your intentions are,
your good intentions, but if that's not happening,
that's not being communicated, then I think that
what I'm hearing from the community is that they
would like for you to work closer with them and to
look at the specific issues that are of concern to
them, and to address those issues.

MS. GIORDANO: And I think we have, and
I think that --

CHAIRMAN REID: But that is --

MS. GIORDANO: -- have participated in
the process in the focus groups, etcetera, and not
all those people are here today, there has been --

CHAIRMAN REID: Ms. Giordano, hear what
I'm saying.

MS. GIORDANO: Yes, I do.

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes, you may think that
you have, but the fact of the matter is, if that
were the case, then we would not have a lot of the
testimony we had today. That's the whole point I'm
trying to make, is that while you may think that you
have achieved it, there is still apparently some
more work that needs to be done to get to a place
where everyone has some mutual meeting ground.

I think that both sides are reaching for

that, and the sides want it. The only thing you
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have to do now is to achieve it.

MS. GIORDANO: Okay, and I just want to
mention also that we'll be back in the fall. It's
not that there's not another opportunity before ten
years to see how we're doing. We do have an
application on file for the Health Sciences Library,
which I think will be heard in November.

So, hopefully, we'll have further good
news to report.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. Mr. Parsons?
Okay. Ms. King? All right.

MS. GIORDANO: One thing that we would
like to submit for the record is we talked about a
document which would just indicate where there are
some changes that need to be made in the bound --
campus plan bound volume.

There was an issue that Mr. Parsons
raised about a boundary being incorrect, and there
are a few other bits like that in the plan that we
have discovered ourselves that we would like to
submit for the record.

CHATIRMAN REID: Okay. Absolutely.

MS. KING: And we want to wait for the
DPW report.

CHATRMAN REID: That's on August 5th?

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: August 5th.
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CHAIRMAN REID: August 5th. There's a

September meeting, September 2nd meeting, which we -

MS. KING: There's room on the agenda?

CHAIRMAN REID: Yes.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: That's your first
public meeting after -- That would allow the DPW
also to respond.

CHAIRMAN REID: In the interim, Ms.
Giordano, if you would like to submit a draft order.

MS. GIORDANO: I would like to do that,
yes.

CHAIRMAN REID: It will be helpful in
getting it out expeditiously.

MS. GIORDANO: Yes.

CHATRMAN REID: And also any means that
you all could have that would mitigate or diffuse
the areas of contention at this time that could be
submitted prior to our meeting would be greatly
appreciated.

MS. ROSE: Madam Chair, for purposes of
clarification based on the testimony today, is it
accurate to state that there is no party in
opposition to this application or is the ANC report
strictly contingent on --

CHAIRMAN REID: The ANCs were in support
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with conditions, with conditions.

MS. ROSE: So if all the conditions are
not adopted, what is the position of the ANC? The
only reason I bring that up is --

CHATRMAN REID: They would be opposed.

MS. ROSE: Well, whether we have parties
in support, opposition is important.

CHAIRMAN REID: Let me not put words in
their mouth. Mr. Guyot, would you please come
forward and address this?

MR. GUYOT: Yes. Madam Chairman, you
presuppose absolutely correctly. We feel that --
and especially on the testimony of Ms. Giordano --
that we are now more insistent on the plea to allow
us to submit information that goes to the function,
the scope of the committee.

Without that, it is clear to me that
that will not happen, and that we will be in
opposition. We've tried desperately to support, and
we voted to support, contingent upon those
conditions.

I appreciate your comment. We're not
asking anyone to legislate, but we're asking to
bring into existence a viable working organization.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Madam Chair, you

might suggest, just as Ms. Giordano is going to
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submit a proposed draft, that ANC also has that
right to submit a proposed draft. It may give you
some information that would be helpful in making
your decision.

Of course, you would have the option to
respond to each other's drafts.

MS. ROSE: Actually, I don't think the
drafts are considered evidence. They're not
considered evidence under the regulations. So you
don't respond to them. They are all due on the same
date.

CHAIRMAN REID: Do you want to give them
a date certain?

MS. ROSE: Yes. The submissions will be
due on August 14th, and the responses and proposed
findings will be due on August 24th, and the Board
will consider a decision at the September 2nd public
meeting at 9:30 a.m.

The record is closed except for -- Let
me go over the documents that the record is closed
except for: The complete description of the
boundaries and the properties included in the campus
plan with lots and squares provided -- that's to
come from the applicant; the list of the errors or
corrections -- that is to come from the applicant; a

letter of authorization from James Hill of Ledroit
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Park Civic Association indicating that he represents
that organization which has been granted party
status; the DPW report which is due on August 5th;
and I don't think there's anything else.

CHATRMAN REID: Not that I requested.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Some
clarification. You had indicated that the applicant
should submit any information in reference to
subsequent meetings with the community.

CHAIRMAN REID: Well, what I was saying
was I am not questioning -- I'm not requesting it,
but I am suggesting that, if the two entities can
meet and come to some meeting of the minds and then
reduce that to writing in the form of an agreement
that's signed by both parties to be submitted, not
necessarily that it would become a part of the
record.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Submitted in this
part of the record. That's where we need
clarification.

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. If they submit
it, I don't know if we can make that a condition.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: My concern is that
I don't want the record to get contaminated or
people to be able to just add and add and add

information that the Board has not predetermined.
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That's why I was trying to get very specific on
that.

CHATRMAN REID: No. If they can come up
with an agreement to submit before our hearing for
us to consider, that would be great.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: And that agreement
would be between --

MS. KING: Howard University and other
parties, the ANC, civic associations, the student

government, as to how this advisory council would

operate.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: I don't mean to
belabor. I just want to be clear. One agreement or
one with each of them or -- because --

CHAIRMAN REID: One agreement signed by-
- In other words, a document that sets forth the
issues that everyone has agreed upon that is signed
by the various parties that are concerned.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Okay.

CHATIRMAN REID: Is that clear or do we
need to repeat it?

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: No, one document.

CHAIRMAN REID: I know we're going back
and forth. Yes, that would suffice.

MS. GIORDANO: Mr. Stillwell also

reminded me that there was a request for an
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explanation of the posting of the Mary Church
Terrell house.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Right, the title
search and why it was late.

MS. ROSE: An explanation of that.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: The title search,
why posting for the property on T Street was posted
seven days past the notice, due to the title search
being just completed at that time.

MS. ROSE: Madam Chair, there was a
discussion about air quality. I don't think the air
quality study was done, but I don't -- the subject
was brought up. Will the record be clear as to
whether there's an air quality study that's
required? MS. GIORDANO: I had indicated
that I would raise that issue with the University
and that we would respond directly to the party that
requested it.

CHAIRMAN REID: We did not require it.

MS. KING: No. Mr. George mentioned
that it was beyond the capability of his
organization to do an air quality study, but that's
the only reference I recall to it. I don't remember
it being raised by any of the parties or in
testimony.

MS. BAILEY: I just need clarification,
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Ms. King.

MS. KING: My sense is that it isn't
part of this -- It wasn't -- You know, it isn't
something that we've asked for.

MS. BAILEY: Thank you.

MS. KING: Or did it seem to be a
contentious issue in the context of the hearing?

CHAIRMAN REID: Okay. All right. Then
that would conclude this hearing. Thank you very
much.

(Whereupon, the foregoing matter went

off the record at 3:41 p.m.)



